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Three years ago California Baptist University was the Western Athletic Conference's newest 
member institution and this year the conference added Tarleton State & Dixie State who are in 
their first transition season to NCAA Division one. After UMKC (Summit League) & Cal State 
Bakersfield (Big West) departed as last academic year concluded Commissioner Jeff Hurd knew 
a stabilizing move had to be made for the conference's future. Negotiations with interested 
institutions began last Spring and on Thursday morning in Houston we saw what a new look 
WAC will look like.  
 
A group of four Texas schools from the Southland Conference (Stephen F. Austin, Lamar, 
Abilene Christian & Sam Houston State) will join Southern Utah (Big Sky Conference) in 
accepting WAC membership. The Thunderbirds will take up WAC affiliation on July 1, 2022. For 
the group of four Texas schools things need to be sorted out. They were also scheduled to join 
in July 2022 but the Southland Conference has expedited their date of departure to this year. It 
is expected that they will join for the '21-'22 school year.  
 
With the addition of new teams a new format for conference play also was announced which will 
take a divisional model. California Baptist University will participate in a West Division which 
includes Seattle, Grand Canyon, New Mexico State, Utah Valley, and Southern Utah. 
Meanwhile the Texas schools will form their own division. Formats are still being determined for 
divisional play and what a tournament might look like although Hurd did mention the possibility 
of divisional play plus crossover matchups for basketball.  
 
Also as a result of this move football returns to the WAC for the first time since 2012.  
 
Current member Chicago State will leave the conference and participate as an independent 
institution effective in June of next year.  
 
Hurd said in his remarks "This is an aggressive new course for us which enhances the 
student-athlete competitive experience and brings stability to the conference. We did a great job 
of accomplishing these goals with this move. I love that our new members have been longtime 
competitors and rivals who were successful in the Southland Conference across their athletic 
offerings."  
 
Grand Canyon University President Brian Mueller, speaking for the current WAC Presidents, 
added "These additions will make us a warm weather conference which makes travel 
immensely easier. One of the biggest issues in collegiate athletics today is dwindling attendance 
and these institutions have been very strong in that regard during their time. That will definitely 
be helped by the natural rivalries which divisional play will create. From a basketball perspective 
this makes us a really strong basketball conference destined for future success." 



 
Abilene Christian President Phil Schubert ,speaking for the new WAC Presidents, remarked 
"We made this move because the WAC has a bold vision for athletic and academic success. If 
we were going to do this we weren't going to do it alone so getting the others to follow suit was 
huge. This is a strong basketball conference and we got a taste of the NCAA Tournament in 
2018 with both teams making it. That's something we hope to duplicate in the WAC along with 
seeing all of our programs taking that step."  
 
A little history>> 
 
*Abilene Christian: 
-2nd stint in the Southland with 7 team titles won 
-Men's & Women's basketball won Southland Conference tournaments in '18-'19 making them 
only one of three programs to earn that distinction (joined by Buffalo & New Mexico State) 
 
*Lamar University: 
-2nd stint in the conference  
-Joined in '63-'64 (returned in '98-'99) and won 109 regular season championships 
 
*Stephen F. Austin University:  
-90 Southland Conference titles including the 2014 & 2019 Southland Conference regular 
season titles & '19 tournament titles. 
 
*Sam Houston State: 
-Back to back Southland Conference baseball champions in '18 & '19 (44-16 record with 18 of 
20 possible series wins) 
 
*Southern Utah:  
-2010, 2015, 2017 Big Sky Football champions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


