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A chance to prove that they can compete safely, that's all supporters of a return to competition 
for area high school sports want. Friday afternoon supporters of the #LetEmPlay movement 
gathered at sites across our coverage area & California as a whole to advocate that position 
with state officials who continue to have high school sports shut down almost ten months after 
abruptly cancelling last spring's sports season.  
 
At the Chaparral HS event supporters from Temecula's three public schools gathered on what 
should've been the second week of football in CIF's adjusted calendar and enjoyed plenty of 
community support as evidenced by numerous honks and waves by motorists to those 
gathered. There were also rallies at Murrieta Mesa, Murrieta Valley, Vista Murrieta, Centennial, 
Yucaipa, San Gorgonio, and the Chino schools in our area.  
 
I had the opportunity to speak with Puma football coach Andrew Ramer and baseball coach 
Chris Dress along with a couple of parents and student athletes.  
 
Ramer said about these last several months "Ultimately we just want an opportunity to show we 
can compete and do it within the guidelines and protocols set out by health officials as kids and 
teams across the majority of our country have been given. Our kids are doing a good job with 
the virtual stuff but we need to give them something to look forward to other than a zoom call, 
these conditioning sessions, and spending all day on a device for class." 
 
Dress was in his first season leading the Puma baseball program when it was all called off and 
got nine games into the season. He said "Our guys love getting together and that's what has 
them coming back during this whole deal. It's impossible to give the kids a solid answer as to 
why thirty or more states were able to successfully give it a go while we can't. All I can tell them 
is to stay ready for when we are cleared. Everyone talks about the mental health of these kids, 
this gets them feeling good about themselves. High school is about making memories and that's 
being taken away from them."  
 
While poking around social media last night I found a very powerful post of an English 
assignment which Murrieta Mesa softball player Isabella Garcia shared to twitter and allowed 
me to share a portion of for this story… 
 
She said "Never before have I felt so sad and isolated as I did during the months of April & May. 
My hope that we'd return to school diminished and I felt less a part of the world than ever. 
Recruiting is now more stressful than it ever should've been. Between college coaches wanting 
to see me play in person and tournaments across the country getting cancelled it seemed as if 



everything I've worked my entire life for was being taken away. I was lost and my motivation 
slowly began to fade. 2021, I will not allow myself to feel that way again and am taking my life 
back…."  
 
Aiden Schobel of Chaparral football added "Our program has handled this very well despite the 
disappointment of not getting to be out there last week. Academically it's good preparation for 
college but I'm sure there are students who can't stand the virtual system. We'll all look at things 
a bit differently when we stand for the National Anthem with our hands over our hearts that first 
night back, whenever that may be." 
 
Parents across the area trying to guide their kids through this situation have not had it easy 
either.  
 
Alta Loma cheer parent Kelli Padilla remarked about her daughter Preslie (a Braves captain) via 
email…"Cheer changed her life. It gave her confidence and got her through some really tough 
teenage years. I can’t imagine how different her life would be without it. That dream that she 
made a reality has been taken from her. She will never get this year back. There is no do over 
for these kids! The damage this is doing to our kids is awful. We as parents have a right to be 
responsible for our kids wellbeing. That right has been taken away from us! Something has to 
change and we need to have the right to make those decisions for our kids.  Sports are some 
kids only happiness and the only way they'll get through school. They mold our kids, teach them 
how to win and lose, hard work and responsibility, along with how to work together as a team." 
 
Puma football parent Erica Ackerman said "It's been depressing and sad to see our kids sitting 
out while these other states got to play and reach the finish line. It makes me want to cry. My 
son is beginning to get discouraged and wonder if we'll get back to it. This has gone on too long. 
For Dr. Ghaly and Governor Newsom, think about the mental health of these kids. They're fine 
after getting together with their friends and playing on their own. It's wrong to deprive them of 
their once in a lifetime high school experience and the opportunity to be seen by colleges."  
 
Melissa Bostwick ,also of Chaparral, added "It's been so heartbreaking to see what these kids 
have gone through this last year. At the beginning my son wouldn't get out of bed, workout, or 
lift weights. These coaches have taken care of our boys and I'm so thankful for them. To those 
in government I'd say this...We're failing these kids and we need to do better by them. I don't 
want to wake up one morning and find that one of my friend's kids has committed suicide. I don't 
want my child to be a statistic. We need to get them back in class and out there doing what they 
love to do."  
 
Temecula Valley parent Kristin Hughes remarked "It's been a nightmare to see the depression 
in these kids and hear my son say 'Mom we need to go back to school.' We are a gathering 
people. We gather to cheer our teams, for support, and to learn. It's all being squashed and the 
most upsetting part of this for me is that other states are open, thriving, and in school full time 
despite fluctuating numbers. They'll wear masks and do whatever it takes to get back to school. 
It's ridiculous that we haven't even made an attempt to play. I have two messages for Governor 



Newsom & Dr. Ghaly...1. Use the examples of these other states to formulate procedures which 
allow us to get back to school and play & 2. Your kids are in school and doing fine. Try having 
them at home 24/7 and being forced to learn on a google chromebook. It's not easy and we 
need to get back to in person instruction."  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


