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Murrieta Mesa opened in 2009 and had not reached the CIF-SS playoffs in softball until 2017 
where they won a championship in division three. For this installment of the Inland Sports 
Champions Reflect series we look back at that title run, which culminated in an extra inning 
victory over Hart High School at Deanna Manning Stadium on championship Saturday. Thanks 
to Rams coach Antonio Romero along with student-athletes Autumn Pease, Presleigh Pilon, 
and Lauren Randle for participating in this story.  
 
On the road to their championship game appearance the Rams offense was on fire outscoring 
opponents by a margin of 39-2 including that 3-1 victory in eight innings over Hart High School. 
Romero said about the offensive production during that run "We won the Stu Penter tournament 
that year and filled in for a late drop at Michelle Carew (playing Norco first) so we had seen high 
level competition. I expected it and that loss to Norco (1-0 despite outhitting the Cougars) made 
us realize just how close we were to the top."  
 
After defeating Fullerton 3-0 in a Tuesday semifinal the Rams had three days to prepare for 
Saturday's final in Irvine which led off championship Saturday.  
 
Pease said about her championship week experience "I was just excited and had so much 
support from the people around us. The staff and students at Mesa were amazing during our 
entire run so knowing they'd show up eased some of the nervousness."  
 
Pilon added "I was new to high school softball and didn't know what to expect. At that point I 
was just excited to play ball with the girls one more time. We didn't have the target on our backs 
(yet) and there wasn't anything to stress about."  
 
When Saturday's final came around the Rams found themselves locked in a pitcher's duel which 
was tied at one apiece through seven innings. Then in Mesa's eighth inning Zoey Clark stepped 
up to bat and launched a two run homer to deep center field, ending it and sending the Rams 
into the history books.  
 
Randle said about watching Clark's homer "My emotions were pretty high those last few innings 
of that game so to see that ball clear the fence was a weight lifted off my shoulders. We already 
made history by getting to that point but winning a championship was icing on the cake."  
 
Pease added "I was in the on deck circle and once Zoey made contact I knew it was gone. 
When she rounded third and came home I was also the first one to greet her at home plate. 
That was certainly a fun way to end it and after the game it was just awesome to see everyone 



who supported us in our journey. It didn't hit me until a few weeks later that we had made history 
with that victory."  
 
For the freshman on that team it was certainly a great start to their high school careers.  
 
Pilon said about the next three years "Winning that title didn't put pressure on me. However, we 
made a name for ourselves and slowly started to build a target on our backs, which is exactly 
how it should be. I wanted everyone's ace throwing against us and almost felt disrespected if 
they didn't throw against us. We wanted the competition and were always ready for a dogfight."  
 
Randle added "After that championship, teams were out to beat us and people expected a lot 
from our group but that pressure brought us closer as a team."  
 
Romero said about their 2018 Southwestern League championship "We had to follow up that 
title with one in our league. There were people on the outside who still doubted us and we had 
to prove ourselves. In fact that was my message to the girls during our first practice, it got them 
fired up and the rest was history."  
 
Where are they at now? 
*After pitching at Idaho State her freshman year Pease made the move to Minnesota and led 
her team in ERA as a sophomore with a 2.12 and 62 strikeouts in 59.1 innings. While in 
Pocatello she was named Big Sky Conference Co- Freshman of the year posting a 2.36 ERA in 
121.2 innings of work with 115 strikeouts.  
 
*Pilon is a 2020 signee to Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge 
*Randle is a 2020 signee to California State University/Bakersfield  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


