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When I left Lyle Wilkerson Field on Monday, March 11 after covering Roosevelt @ Corona in a 
Big VIII League baseball opener I couldn't have imagined where we found ourselves almost one 
month later. As a result of continued concerns over spreading the coronavirus officials at 
CIF-State in conjunction with all ten section commissioners decided to cancel spring sports for 
the current season. This was undoubtedly a tough decision for all involved and means for the 
first time since 1945 (World War 2) there will not be sectional spring finals.  
 
While the NCAA has awarded an extra year of eligibility to all spring sport athletes collegiately 
no such option exists at the high school level.  
 
Although Abie Nowak & her sister Brie will move on and continue to play softball at Biola 
University (PacWest NCAA D2) Friday's decision means the end of their tenure as Vista 
Murrieta Broncos.  
 
When there was still some hope of getting back on the field Abie Nowak wrote a moving post 
about senior year and I'll share part of that for this story:  
 
"The time, dedication, and grind you put towards the game you love is worth it in the end. We 
build relationships with teammates and coaches that will last a lifetime. I've seen three different 
groups enjoy their "last ride" and wanted that full experience after putting in three years of work 
on the field, in the cage, and in the weight room. I put my jersey on four times this year and was 
grateful for each one of them. This is not just a sport for student-athletes but our lives which we 
sacrifice family, friends and so much more to pursue. I'll miss the bus rides with my teammates, 
laughter between drills, pep talks that give you all the confidence in the world, team dinners, 
comebacks which give you butterflies, and in person conversations with coaches. Sports really 
do offer something no one can replace." 
 
For at least the next few months those of us associated with the area sports scene will have to 
continue to find ways of replacing that time. I'm reminded of the quote by Thomas Haynes Bayly 
which says "Absence makes the heart grow fonder." During this time off these words ring so 
true. I miss the whole routine of gameday: a pregame meal, getting to a venue and chatting with 
coaches/administrators before a game, the game itself, and the writing process.  
 
Meanwhile Roosevelt boys volleyball coach Jerry Lagarnica said via email "We are definitely 
heartbroken over the cancellation of our season but we understand that people have died and 
are continuing to battle this virus. Although this decision was made with the health & safety of 
our student-athletes in mind it still didn't make telling them any easier. We were looking forward 
to defending our league title in what was supposed to be a very competitive Big VIII and 



attempting to make a deep playoff run. It breaks my heart to know these young men aren't going 
to have the opportunity to go out with a bang. However, I'd bet if you ask any coach in the area 
they'll tell you that they're thankful to their seniors for continuing to raise the level of play here."  
 
Also addressed in Friday's decision were answers to some key questions many folks have as 
we move forward…. 
 
1.Academic eligibility>>If a school/district moves to the pass/fail model instead of letter grading 
for this interim period it will be up to that school/district to determine how a pass fits into the 2.0 
GPA requirement.  
 
2.Outside competition>>CIF-SS bylaw 600 states that in season athletes may not compete on 
outside teams during their season of HS competition. With spring sports now cancelled those 
student-athletes are cleared to return to club/travel competition whenever said teams are 
permitted to reassemble.  
 
3.Sit Out Period>>If a spring student athlete transfers next year they would be considered a non 
participation transfer and immediately eligible. This does not apply to their fall/winter eligibility.  
 
4.Sports Participation>>All athletes not under the sit out period are charged with a season of 
sport participation regardless of the number of contests they participated in.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


