
Highlanders take two in very different ways and extend winning streak to five: 
 

                                                                     R:   H:   E: 
Southern Utah (5-14 O): 0-2-6-0-0-0-0-0-0=8    12    2 
UC Riverside (12-12 O): 0-2-0-0-2-0-4-0-1=9    14    2 
  
                                                                  R:  H:  E: 
California Baptist University (): 0-0-0-0-0=0    3    1  
UC Riverside (13-12 O):           0-0-6-0-2=8   10   1 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Riverside, CA (Amy S. Harrison Field)- 
 
By all rights the UC Riverside softball team's winning streak, now five after defeating Southern 
Utah & California Baptist University on Sunday, should've ended at three. Highlanders reliever 
Jacy Boles (on for Melanie Olmos) was rocked for six runs in the top of the third inning on five 
hits with a lone error. But from that point on she buckled down and held the Firebirds down 
throwing six innings of shutout softball while striking out seven and allowing six hits with three 
walks to keep UC Riverside in game one. That performance plus an RBI sac fly by Lauren 
Garewal completed the comeback with UC Riverside winning 9-8 in nine innings. It's their 
second extra inning win of the year and both have occurred in the last week.  
 
Southern Utah jumped out to the early lead off a two run homer by Hannah Pace in their half of 
the second which stayed just fair down the left field line. Dream Weaver who had a single to 
right right field a batter prior also scored. UC Riverside plated two runs of their own on an RBI 
sacrifice fly to right field by Garewal & RBI single from Haylee Kela. They scored Kennedy 
Sorensen & Nadia Witt who both reached on errors.  
 
In their half of the third Southern Utah sent eleven batters to the plate scoring six runs on five 
hits with one Highlander error and leaving two other runners aboard. Skyler Ball was walked 
and came around to score when Mackenzie Whetten reached on an error. Brooke Brown scored 
two more runs on an infield single giving the Firebirds a 5-2 lead at that point. Pace had another 
RBI hit, this time a single through the left side of UC Riverside's defense, while Skyler Ball 
added two more RBI to make it 8-2 Southern Utah through three innings.  
 
With their backs against a wall the Highlanders struck for two runs. Marissa Burk had an RBI 
single which scored Danielle Ortega who reached on a bloop double to left field. Also, a Jantzen 
Owen sacrifice fly scored Burk and cut the deficit in half after five innings at 8-4.  
 
UC Riverside's offense then exploded for four runs on five hits in their half of the seventh to tie 
the game at eight. They very nearly walked it off in regulation but Carissa Arnold flew out to 



center field and Sam Demyon was thrown out attempting to tag up and score. Four straight 
Highlanders reached base to start it off on three singles and a double allowing Ortega to score 
on Nadia Witt's single. Burk scored on a wild pitch to make it 8-6 Southern Utah and then Owen 
came thru with a two RBI tying single up the middle to finish the scoring.  
 
Garewal's sacrifice fly to center field scored the go ahead run, placed on second base under 
international tiebreaker rules, and set off a raucous Highlander celebration.  
 
UC Riverside coach Nikki Palmer said afterwards "Game one was good for showing us that we 
have the resilience to fight back no matter the deficit. The hardest part of that comeback was 
getting those tying runs and once we did that we just knew it was going to happen. Jacy Boles 
did a great job of keeping us in that game and giving us an opportunity to make that comeback. 
It was a great team win."  
 
Boles ,who got the win in relief of Melanie Olmos, added "I knew the offense would have my 
back if I could just hold the deficit where it was and never been a part of a comeback that big 
before. It's definitely something we can carry forward. We've overcome a lot early in the season 
and it's made us closer as a team. I feel like we'll definitely surprise some folks during Big West 
conference play." 
 
Game two was a little more comfortable for Highlander fans as the offense was hot early against 
California Baptist University starter Gianna Lopez. UC Riverside struck for six runs in their half 
of the third and cruised to an 8-0 victory, shortened by run rule after five innings. Burk's RBI 
double to right field scored two runs in Emma Ramelot & Haylee Kela giving the Highlanders a 
2-0 lead. Witt followed that up with a two RBI single of her own and then Sarah Parten's two run 
blast to left field finished UC Riverside's scoring in the third. A single from Garewal ended the 
day's action with the Highlanders winning 8-0 over California Baptist University in five innings.  
 
Game 1: 
WP: Boles, Jacy (3-3)>> 8 IP, 12 Hits, 8 Runs, 5 BB, 9 K's 
 
Leading Hitters: UC Riverside  
Ortega>>3-5 with a double 
Burk>>2-5 with a double & RBI 
Sorensen>>2-5  
Witt>>3-4 with an RBI  
Owen>>2-2 with 3 RBI  
 
Game 2: 
WP: Hildebrand, Chrys (4-1)>> CG, 3 K's, 3 Hits, 0 BB 
LP: Lopez, Gianna (2-6)>> 2.0 IP, 4 Runs, 5 Hits, 1 BB, 1 K 
 
Leading Hitters: UC Riverside  



Witt>>2-2 with 2 RBI 
Parten>>2-3 with 2 RBI (HR-1)  
 
 
 
 
 


