
Wildcats & Knights to meet in a final for 2nd time this year after surviving late run: 
 

Paloma Valley (29-3 O): 18-09-18-15=60 
La Salle          (24-8 O):  07-10-12-20=49 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Menifee, CA (Paloma Valley High School)- 
 
Matt Dale celebrated a birthday on Saturday evening by coaching his #1 Paloma Valley girls 
basketball team in a CIF-SS 4AA semifinal against #4 La Salle. His Wildcats were determined to 
not only move on but set up a fourth meeting between Paloma Valley and Ontario Christian in 
CIF postseason play. Those other three were in volleyball where the Lady Knights prevailed in 
two section finals and a regional tournament match. At home they were able to accomplish just 
that despite a late run from La Salle and prevailed 60-49 to earn the school's first championship 
game berth. It will be Dale's second final as a coach.  
 
It couldn't have gone any better for Paloma Valley in the first quarter as they went on a 10-0 run 
covering three and a half minutes to take an early lead. Mya Pierfax accounted for five points on 
a three pointer and layup while Isabella Villegas hit another three and Sydney Woodley hit a mid 
range jumper. Elle Chen hit a jumper for La Salle at quarter's end to keep it an eleven point 
game at 18-7.  
 
Pierfax said about the win "It's a great feeling just because we've never been here before. We 
got kind of sloppy during that run but buckled down and found a way to finish. I want it to be 
Saturday already and see if we can't finish the deal."  
 
Down 23-10 with 4:45 to go after Woodley recorded a steal and layup the Lancers went on a 6-0 
run to pull within seven at 23-16 with 2:15 until half. Reese Wong connected on a straightaway 
three pointer and two Lancers combined to go 3-4 on free throws in that stretch. Breanna Wilich 
had the final score of the first half hitting a three pointer to put Paloma Valley up 27-17 with 1:10 
until half.  
 
La Salle's Zarah Huo hit a three pointer to again bring her team within seven points (27-20) just 
forty seconds into the third quarter. From there a 9-0 Wildcat run pushed the lead to 36-20 with 
4:25 left in third period action. Woodley hit a three pointer while Pierfax did all her damage in the 
paint during that run. Another three pointer from Wong made it 45-32 after three quarters. 
 
Woodley, a transfer from San Jacinto, remarked "For us the week is going to be about a lot of 
mental preparation. That loss to Poly was a turning point in our journey. It motivated us to work 
hard in practice and the ensuing games to prove we belong on a finals stage. Now we're here 
and it probably won't sink in for a bit."  



 
Paloma Valley's lead reached seventeen points at 49-32 with 6:55 left on a Trinitee Bradley 
layup assisted by Woodley. From there the Lancers went on a 14-4 run covering 3:35 to pull 
within seven at 53-46. Chen had eight of the fourteen on two three pointers and a layup. 
Woodley had two field goals including a circus shot that found the basket late in a possession 
which kept the lead nine points at 57-48. La Salle coach Scott Wiard, who was upset with 
officials the entire contest, was then forced to foul. After Pierfax and Bradley made 3-4 free 
throws with under a minute left Wiard stopped fouling and the Wildcat celebration ensued.  
 
Dale meanwhile said "I talked to Stephen Kaas (volleyball coach) and told him we are trying to 
get to Ontario Christian and avenge that as much as possible. My number one priority is that we 
are healthy and mentally prepared going into Saturday. I hate playing with a lead because you 
want to take the clock on as a sixth man but not at the cost of offensive aggressiveness. That's 
tough to manage and we did ok in that situation but they (La Salle) deserve a ton of credit for 
fighting until the end."  
 
Wildcat scoring:  
Pierfax-27, Woodley-17, Villegas-7, Willich-3, Bradley-6  
Three Pointers>>Pierfax-3, Villegas-2, Willich & Woodley-1 each  
 
 
 


