
Huskies 23rd win evens things out in the race for Big VIII League girls basketball champ: 
 

Centennial/Corona (23-4 O, 8-1 Big VIII League): 21-17-12-15=65 
King                        (22-5 O, 8-1 Big VIII League): 09-19-14-11=53 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Riverside, CA (King High School)- 
 
Prior to Monday night it had been slightly more than four years since the King girls basketball 
team had dropped a Big VIII League game at home. In a game with league title and CIF-SS 
Open Division implications Corona/Centennial landed a mighty first punch starting out on a 17-2 
run covering 4:05 of game action and led 21-9 after a quarter. King rallied and attempted to 
make a game of it in the 2nd half but ultimately fell 65-53. Centennial visits Roosevelt & King is 
away at Santiago on Wednesday in their Big VIII League finales.  
 
Just like in the first meeting between these two heavyweights Centennial got off to a good start 
leading 21-9 after a quarter. Jayda Curry had the hot hand with 15 first quarter points including 
11 in a row covering roughly two and a half minutes of game action. A struggling Wolves 
offense didn't record their first field goal until 3:42 left when Nyah Moran converted to bring King 
within thirteen points at 17-4.  
 
Olivia Moran's putback plus five straight points from Alexis Mead on a top of the key three 
pointer and mid range jumper pulled King to within seven points at 25-18 with 5:10 till halftime. 
Sydni Summers floater restored a double digit lead at 38-28 heading into intermission. Mead 
rallied King with 11 of 19 Wolves points in the quarter.  
 
Wolves coach Jesus Martinez said afterwards "They came out with a lot of energy and hit big 
shots early. When we tried to rally and make a game of it they came at us with some more 
shots. They did a great job against our zone tonight and took us out of what we wanted to do 
offensively. We'll definitely have to learn from this with another quality opponent in Santiago on 
Wednesday."  
 
A 10-5 run from King pulled the Wolves to within 43-38 (2:20 left in Q3) after Olivia Moran's 
layup set up by Mead's excellent passing. Layla Curry's three pointer gave Centennial a lead at 
49-40 with 50 seconds left and the Huskies led 50-42 after 24 minutes.  
 
Curry had consecutive baskets with King fouls, converting a three point play once and missing 
an ensuing free throw on another opportunity stretching Centennial's lead to 56-42 early in the 
fourth quarter. Ultimately that sequence put this game out of reach as King would not find 
themselves with a single digit deficit for the remainder of Monday's game.  
 



Huskies coach Martin Woods said "Our game plan from this game to last was identical we just 
didn't execute in that first meeting. Tonight we were much better on the glass and able to 
impose our tempo on them offensively."  
 
Centennial's Jayda Curry ,who led all scorers with 29 points, said about the win "We knew that it 
was important to come out here and throw the first punch tonight because King wasn't going 
down easily and they made us earn a victory."  
 
 
 
 
 
 


