
Virtuoso performance by Falcons defense gives them lead in Ambassador hoops race: 
 

Aquinas (16-3 O, 6-0 AL):                 10-12-14-12=48  
Ontario Christian (11-7 O, 4-2 AL):    04-07-02-17=30 

 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Ontario, CA (Ontario Christian High School)- 
 
So far in 2019 the Aquinas boys basketball team has some quite impressive victories against 
teams from tougher leagues. The Falcons have victories against Silverado (Kiwanis champ), 
Vista Murrieta (SW League member), and Paloma Valley (Ivy League member) on their tally and 
held teams to 49.2 points per game.  
 
Friday night on the road at Ontario Christian one could describe the Falcons defensive 
performance as virtuoso like in nature. They held the Knights to 23% field goal shooting and 30 
points (13 after 24 minutes of play) en route to a 48-30 victory. With Arrowhead Christian's 
victory over Western Christian the Falcons now have a two game lead over three teams in 
Ambassador League action.  
 
After Ontario Christian's Maxwell Watkins scored the game's first basket Aquinas had the next 
six points on field goals from Nick Hopkins, D'jallon Hanna, and Sheldon Grant to go up 6-2. It 
was 7-4 coming down the stretch when Matthew Kyrin struck from deep on a three pointer 
which put the Falcons up 10-4 after a quarter.  
 
Consecutive baskets from Steele Twiford and Trey Mouw cut the Knights deficit to 12-8 before 
Nick Hopkins answered with consecutive scores to give Aquinas a 16-8 lead. Grant's three 
pointer right before the half put the Falcons up 22-11. Aquinas led 36-13 after three quarters 
and was never seriously threatened in the fourth.  
 
Falcons coach Dave Johnson said afterwards "We knew if we played defense and rebounded 
we had a shot at this one. My biggest fear was them hitting jump shots at home and getting 
rolling that way but it never happened. We've done a great job this year of being locked in and 
buying into winning with defense. When you knock off teams from some of the tougher public 
school leagues in our area it certainly helps to achieve that buy in also."  
 
Aquinas Scoring: 
Kyrin-6, Grant-15, Hopkins-14, Sweet-4, Abercrombie-4, Hanna-5 
Three Pointers>>Kyrin-2, Grant-1 
 
Ontario Christian Scoring: 
Watkins-2, Anema-2, Laidlaw-1, Ricky Freymond-2, Mouw-2, Twiford-2, Schloeman-19 



Three Pointers>>None  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


