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When a school decides to cease operations and close it affects everyone from students to 
teachers and coaches. After 25 years of providing Christian education to the valley's high school 
students Calvary Murrieta will close its high school due to lack of enrollment as announced last 
Thursday afternoon in a letter posted on Facebook. Their last day of operation will be May 25th. 
When the doors close for their last time all that will remain are memories from past & present 
student-athletes along with coaches from both sides of the rivalry. 
 
The late move leaves student-athletes like Lucy Villafana, a volleyball and soccer player, 
wondering where she'll play her senior year especially with summer volleyball starting shortly. 
When I reached her Sunday afternoon via text message she remarked "Thursday's 
announcement that Calvary was closing came out of nowhere. I was really looking forward to 
my last year of high school volleyball, we were supposed to start summer practice in a couple of 
weeks. Ordinarily there would be plenty of time to find a new school but most programs fire up 
summer practices pretty soon. Playing volleyball & soccer at Calvary really changed my life and 
I felt like I found my family. We loved and supported each other in everything. I don't know if I'll 
be able to find that Christ centered community at another high school."  
 
For the transferring student-athletes former Warrior coach Paul Amoy offered this advice "Be 
yourself, trust in your abilities & what you can offer a program, and whatever your role ends up 
being perform it to the best of your abilities."  
 
Calvary's transferring student-athletes will not be subjected to the 30 day sit out period 
according to CIF-SS assistant commissioner Thom Simmons who remarked via email "Any 
student-athlete moving onto a new school in this situation would be granted immediate eligibility 
upon completion of a 'Hardship' request." 
 
Anna Holman ,a senior at Murrieta Valley headed to the University of South Carolina on a 
volleyball scholarship, said when she heard about Calvary's closure "I was at Calvary Murrieta 
until my sophomore year and am sad to hear this news. Their coaches gave me the confidence 
to grow in the sport and raise my level of play. They (Hayley Smith, Mical Andrews, McKenna 
Cipres, Janelle Loerch along with Brian & Alesa Shifflett) were some of the best mentors I've 
had in my life and poured all of themselves into us as players and people. I'm incredibly thankful 
for the Christ-centered teaching I received from them and everyone I encountered there. That 
foundation will stay with me for the rest of my life."  
 
For coaches who both served at Calvary & coached against them vivid memories remain of hard 
fought battles against great Warrior teams: 
 



When I asked Ontario Christian volleyball coach Paige Liebhart to reflect on her memories of 
playing and coaching against Calvary Murrieta teams she said "Some of our biggest games 
when I was in high school (Western Christian) were against Calvary Murrieta. When I 
transitioned to coaching at Ontario Christian it seemed like most years ,especially in the 
DeHoog era, we were fighting each other for that Ambassador League title. We always 
competed at a high level when playing them because that's what it took to win. They had so 
many great athletes in those days. It will be sad to have them only as a memory now." 
 
Paul Amoy led the Warrior volleyball program for 12 years as its head coach and thru all 3 
CIF-SS championship seasons. His wife Donna was also on the staff as JV head coach, Varsity 
assistant, and Jr high head coach along with starting Calvary's boys team.  
 
He said via email about his time there "I will always remember our student-athletes and the high 
level of character they had. Most were great students, loving daughters, loyal friends and active 
church members as well as great athletes. Former players from our time there are military 
officers, nurses, mothers, teachers, physical therapists and business leaders. They've taken 
everything that we taught them in volleyball and translated it into the adult world and it is 
awesome to see." 
 
He further remarked "The Christian education our kids received was incredibly impactful on their 
lives and who they are today and we wouldn't trade that for anything. However, a top level 
Christian education sometimes does not marry well with the business side of academia. Getting 
people to pay for an education when they can get one for free must've been a challenge. 
Although I'm saddened to hear this news it was impressive to see all that they achieved for the 
years they served the valley. I can't tell you about how much I learned from our student-athletes 
about being a better coach, husband, father, and overall person. This country and our world are 
in great hands with the kids who attended Calvary."  
 
Donna Amoy meanwhile remarked "I'll remember most the relationships we made with our 
players and their families. My advice for the transferring student-athletes is to hold onto the 
memories but embrace the future. High School goes way too fast. When people remember 
Calvary Murrieta athletics I want them to remember all we accomplished with God as the center 
of it all."  
 
René Marcellus Simon was a multisport athlete (volleyball, soccer, and track) at Calvary 
Murrieta between 2004-2007 who was part of their first CIF-SS volleyball championship team as 
a senior.  
 
She went on and played two years of volleyball at CBU before running track at Vanguard and 
remarked via email "I was incredibly blessed to play for Calvary Murrieta and am so sad to hear 
that the high school is shutting down. Being influenced in a small-town environment with 
Christ-centered instruction was the best thing for me. Coaches like Paul Amoy & Timm 
MacDonnell provided me with the foundation I needed to be successful in the real world. We're 



taught to 'Train a child in the way they should go, and when they are old they will not turn from 
it.' I can only hope that the elementary foundation can prepare our youth to continue on into the 
community." 
 
One of my first interviews as a member of the Inland Sports team was with Jordyn Amoy, their 
daughter, and setter for Temecula Valley's state championship team last Fall. She remarked 
about the influence her dad's championship teams had in her early years "Every day after 
school I went to the gym and watched them. They were stars and I wanted to grow up and be 
just like them winning titles. It was a big influence in why I chose volleyball over soccer."  
 
As a golfer at Woodcrest Christian and then the official bookkeeper for basketball along with 
volleyball I was always impressed with how their teams conducted themselves. After graduation 
as Calvary Murrieta and Woodcrest Christian continued to participate in the same leagues I 
enjoyed getting to know and work with a lot of fine people over there. Their teams always were 
among the classiest I saw year in and year out. When I moved into the officiating world you 
could always count on being paid in a timely manner and just having a great working experience 
overall. My prayers are with the Warrior families and student-athletes now faced with finding 
new schools to attend.  
 
Calvary Murrieta offered boys & girls volleyball, football, baseball, softball, golf, boys & girls 
soccer, boys & girls basketball, cross country and track & field during their tenure.  
 
The Warriors made CIF-SS championship game appearances in:  
Softball>>2006,2007 & 2008 (HC>>Oscar Sanchez,Winning a D6 title in 2007) 
Girls Volleyball>>2006, 2007, 2008 (Winning championships in 2007-D4A & 2008-D4AA)  
 
They also made numerous quarter and semi final appearances including but not limited to: 
Boys Volleyball>>2018 Semifinals (D5-HC>>Brian Shifflett)  
Baseball>>2019 Semifinals (D6-HC>>David Dexheimer) 
Girls Basketball>>2018 Quarterfinals (D5A-HC>>Fernando Washington), 2007 Quarterfinals 
(D4A-HC>>Mitch Denny) 
Girls Soccer>>2007-2008 Semifinals (D6-HC>>Sue Brodmann) 
Boys Basketball>>2007 Quarterfinals (D4A-HC>>Dr. Richard Evans) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 


