
Royals softball is Final Four bound behind third inning rally: 
  
                                                                    R:   H:   E: 
San Marino (16-8-2):            2-0-0-0-0-0-0=2     8    1 
Woodcrest Christian (17-5)  0-1-3-0-0-0-X=4     9    0 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Riverside, CA (Woodcrest Christian High School)- 
 
Woodcrest Christian had led thru the entirety of two postseason games outscoring opponents 
by a margin of 28-7 entering Thursday's CIF-SS division six quarterfinal game against San 
Marino. After giving up two early runs to the Titans they found themselves behind for the first 
time since an April 16 loss to Adelanto.  
 
However starting pitcher Paige Markley threw six innings of shutout softball and the Royals 
offense struck for three runs in their third inning to go up 4-2 and advance by that same score 
into Tuesday's semifinals at Santiago/Garden Grove. It's the first semifinal appearance since 
2008 when former coach Teresa Bickett led a team including Alexis Alonzo & Katie Hennessy to 
the semifinals where they fell to Calvary Murrieta.  
 
Royals coach Ryan Anderson said after the win "Getting down early never has phased this 
team, we've been down in games against quality opponents before and keep finding ways to get 
it done. Our league doesn't have any left handed pitching so we hadn't seen any prior to the first 
playoff game against Big Bear. That served as excellent preparation against a great pitcher like 
Streeter. We've achieved so much already that it kind of feels like we're playing with house 
money."  
 
San Marino got a leadoff walk from Kinu Takasugi & single by Charis Chung to give themselves 
runners on first and second with one out after Kate Brunner struck out. Sierra DuNah gave San 
Marino what turned out to be their only runs of Thursday's game on a two RBI double. Markley 
escaped further damage by striking out Erin Hill to end their half of the first.  
 
Leti Soria got Woodcrest Christian on the scoreboard with a solo home run (2nd) in their second 
inning but Titans starter Claire Streeter ended the inning with back to back strikeouts.  
 
The senior remarked in a postgame interview "It was amazing to get us on the board like that 
and in many ways this game was like our season. We've been down before but find ways to 
score and get back in front. Our focus this year has been mental toughness and it takes that to 
climb out of early deficits. I'm really excited because my mom gets to see us play on Tuesday 
after being recently hospitalized."  
 



With one out in the Royals third inning Alivia Alexander singled to center field & Ryleigh 
Carricaburu walked which gave Angelina Allen a huge opportunity early in Thursday's 
proceedings. She converted with a two RBI triple to right field giving Woodcrest Christian a 3-2 
lead. Markley reached on an error which scored Allen and made it a 4-2 Royals lead. Soria had 
a ground rule double to straightaway center field but was stranded along with Markley as 
Streeter got a strikeout from Ashley Taylor & flyout by Alyssa Smith to escape trouble.  
 
Markley had to work out of two crucial jams en route to her six inning shutout. San Marino 
recorded back to back singles starting their half of the third. Brunner, who led off the inning, was 
caught in a rundown initiated by Carricaburu's excellent throw to second base. Justene Huang's 
flyout & a groundout by Jessica Van Fossan ended the threat.  
 
In the Titans fifth inning Takasugi had a single to left field & Chung reached via infield single. 
Markley got two strikeouts and a lineout escaping trouble yet again.  
 
Markley said "I was so nervous to start the game but after that 1st inning I came out determined 
to not give up anymore runs today. Mentally I had to look at things as if it were 0-0 again. Our 
defense made key plays behind me & the offense picked us up in a big way during that third 
inning. It's crazy to think we're Riverside's last team standing despite all those who doubted this 
group."  
 
Titan Notables: 
LP: Claire Streeter CG, 4 Runs, 9 Hits, 10 K's, 1 BB, 11 K's 
Charis Chung & Kinu Takasugi>>2-4 
Sierra DuNah>>2-3 with 2 RBI  
 
Royals Notables: 
WP: Paige Markley CG, 2 Runs, 8 Hits, 2 BB's, 5 K's 
Leti Soria>>3-3 with a solo HR (2nd) 
Angelina Allen>>2-3 with an 2 RBI Triple  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


