
Lions earn wildcard victory & the right to play #1 Aquinas on Thursday: 
 

                                                                       R:   H:   E: 
Palm Springs (12-11 Overall): 0-0-0-0-2-0-1=3     9     1 
Arlington         (17-5 Overall): 1-0-0-0-4-0-X=5     11    1 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Riverside, CA (Lions Softball Complex)- 
 
Tuesday afternoon at Arlington High School a spot in round one of the division four playoffs 
playing #1 overall seed Aquinas was at stake. A shot at redemption was not meant to be for 
Palm Springs (lost to Aquinas 11-1 on 2/16) as Arlington used a four run fifth inning to grab the 
lead back at 5-2. It got interesting for Palm Springs in their final at bat as three straight hitters 
got aboard against Lions starting pitcher Britnee Wimbish with one out. However the sophomore 
worked out of one last jam and earns that opportunity on Thursday against Aquinas. There was 
only one senior combined on both rosters which means the future is bright for both sides.  
 
Wimbish remarked about her outing "When they got to me for those two runs I had to go in the 
dugout and regroup because I knew our offense would step up and get those runs back. We 
were still in the game at that point and I couldn't allow us to fall further behind. That first time 
thru their lineup I was able to really hit my spots and just trust my defense."  
 
Marina Montalvo led off the game with a walk and scored the game's first run on an error by 
Palm Springs. Back to back singles from Adrianna Montalvo & Autumn Giordano gave Arlington 
a golden opportunity to take early control with runners on first and second, two outs. However 
Indians starter Jazmine Lara held the damage at a one run deficit by inducing a ground ball 
against Calleigh Fielder.  
 
Tessah Black & Marina Ayala had singles to give Palm Springs runners on first and second with 
one out in the Indian fourth inning. A sacrifice bunt moved those runners to second and third 
base before Wimbush was able to get a flyout from Julia Freedberg ending the threat.  
 
Palm Springs used two runs to take a 2-1 lead in their half of the fifth inning. Ashley 
Abercrombie's single plus a double from Lara gave the Indians runners on second and third with 
two outs. Black reached via error which allowed both runs to score. Myranda Jimenez flew out 
ending the rally.  
 
The Lions used a four run fifth inning to take their second lead at 5-2 with just six outs to play. 
Marina Montalvo singled, Sophia Masut walked, and Adrianna Montalvo singled loading the 
bases with one out. It was Fielder's turn to come thru in a big spot and she did just that with a 
bases clearing triple. Desiree Lara's ground out ended the inning.  



 
In the Palm Springs seventh inning Isabel Gonzalez, Abercrombie, and Lara recorded singles to 
create a bases loaded situation with one out. Winbush got groundouts from Black and Jimenez 
to end the game.  
 
Lions coach Greg Brandt remarked "All year we've told the girls that they're going to have 
innings where you load the bases with no outs and don't convert. In those instances they have 
to turn that page and we most certainly did during the fifth, fighting back to get the lead. We're 
excited to test ourselves against a quality Aquinas program on Thursday."  
 
In defeat Palm Springs coach Deb Cormier said "We're a very young team (no seniors) that has 
come a long way this season but we've still got more growing to do. Jazmine threw a great 
game and gave us every chance to win today. We just couldn't pick her up but the thing I'm 
excited about is that they just lost and already they're chomping at the bit and ready to start up 
again."  
 
Indians Notables: 
LP: Jazmine Lara>>CG, 5 Runs, 11 Hits, 0 K's, 2 BB 
At the Plate>>3-4  
Ashley Abercrombie>2-3  
 
Lions Notables: 
WP: Britnee Wimbish>>CG, 3 Runs, 9 Hits, 1 K, 0 BB 
Marina Montalvo, Adrianna Montalvo, Sophie Matsut, and Calleigh Fielder>>2-3 each  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


