
Eagles keep themselves in title contention behind gutsy outing from Feld & 3 run HR 
from Thompson: 

 
                                                                                              R:    H:    E: 
Paloma Valley (9-8 Overall, 6-2 Ivy League): 0-1-2-0-0-0-0=3      4      0 
Valley View (13-4 Overall, 6-2 Ivy League):   3-0-0-0-1-1-X=5      6      3 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Moreno Valley, CA (Valley View High School)-- 
 
Admittedly, Lauren Feld did not have her best stuff on Tuesday afternoon against Paloma Valley 
with a share of first place in the Ivy League softball race at stake. What she had in abundance 
however was the guts to get out of trouble in four straight innings without giving up an early 
lead. That performance combined with a 3-3 day from Caliyah Thompson, including a 3 run 
homer to straight away center field keyed Valley View to a 5-3 victory. With three games to go 
Riverside Poly (Idle), Paloma Valley & the Eagles are all tied for first place.  
 
Feld found trouble early hitting Paloma Valley's leadoff hitter (Kamryn Davis) & walking Jeralynn 
Wells in the Wildcat first inning. However the Eagles escaped unscathed as their senior starter 
struck out the side.  
 
Freshman Chloe Swenson got the start for Paloma Valley, who entered Tuesday on a five game 
winning streak. Back to back singles from Kelsie Ekstrom & Lauren Avalos got things rolling for 
the Eagles offense. With no outs Thompson hit a three run homer to deep center field in Valley 
View's new on-campus complex giving the Eagles an early 3-0 lead.  
 
Feld remarked about her adventurous outing on Tuesday "All I wanted to do was give my team 
an opportunity to win today despite not having my best stuff. I wanted to finish that one and 
record a complete game but was happy to see Vanessa come in and do an excellent job of 
finishing it up." 
 
Madison Cerasro got one run back for the Wildcats in their second inning with an RBI single 
which scored Cassidy Holmgren who reached on a fielder's choice.  
 
In the Paloma Valley third inning Chloe McIntosh reached base with a single up the middle. She 
came around and scored as a result of an two base error on Alexis Velotta's ground ball 
misplayed by the Eagles infield. A sacrifice fly to center field by Cassidy Holmgren scored the 
Wildcats other run which tied it up at three runs each.  
 



Alexis Ruelas drew a leadoff walk to start the Valley View fifth inning. She advanced to second 
base on a passed ball & third on Holmgren's wild pitch. Thompson then came up with two outs 
and had a loud RBI single to left field putting the Eagles up 4-3.  
 
In the Eagles sixth Alexis Cook was hit by a pitch to start the inning and came around to score 
on a wild pitch.  
 
Paloma Valley had one last rally in their half of the seventh but could not come thru. Wells drew 
a leadoff walk which ended Feld's day at 124 pitches. Vanessa Carrizosa was tasked with 
finishing off the victory and struck out her first batter (Yazmine Mendez). A one out single from 
Meghan Drake gave the Wildcats runners on first and second with one out. However they 
couldn't punch thru as Carrizosa induced back to back flyouts ending the game.  
 
Eagles coach Rick Romero said afterwards "With Feld struggling we had to go to pitches that 
we typically wouldn't call but her ability to fight in that circle definitely helped us to win the game. 
We definitely bent but did not break today and know we can't beat ourselves especially in big 
games."  
 
Despite the loss Wildcats coach Steve Contreras was upbeat in his remarks saying "Today we 
didn't hit the middle of the ball in key situations despite numerous opportunities to do so. Softball 
is a game of failure and how you bounce back from it so we'll get back to work tomorrow and 
prepare for a North team capable of putting good amounts of runs together."  
 
Wildcats Notables: 
LP>Cassidy Holmgren 3 IP, 2 Runs, 1 Hit, 1 K, 1 BB 
 
Eagles Notables: 
WP>Lauren Feld 6+ IP, 5 K's, 4 HBP, 2 BB's, 3 Hits, 3 Runs  
Caliyah Thompson>3-3 with a HR & four RBI  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


