
Terriers grind their way to a win & take control of the Citrus Belt League softball title 
race: 

 
                                                                                R:       H:      E: 

Yucaipa (11-11 Overall, 6-2 Citrus Belt League):   1-0-0-0-0-0-0-0=1         6        1 
Redlands (16-10 Overall, 7-1 Citrus Belt League): 0-1-0-0-0-0-0-1=2        4        0 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Redlands, CA (Terrier Field)- 
 
In Thursday's Citrus Belt League softball game between Redlands & Yucaipa opportunities to 
score were few and far between despite the two teams combining to put nine leadoff hitters on 
base. Terriers leadoff hitters only reached base three times in eight innings as opposed to six 
for Yucaipa. However it was Redlands who came away with the win in extra innings by a score 
of 2-1 on Lexi Torres RBI sacrifice flyout to right field.  
 
Brianna Martinez was hit by a pitch to start the game by Redlands starting pitcher Nahri 
Tath-Slezak. Two batters later the first RBI belonged to Anessa Arredondo of Yucaipa who 
pulled a pitch to left field which resulted in an single and two base error that saw the sophomore 
end up on third. Emily Gonzales flew out and Arredondo was caught attempting to tag up and 
score on the fly ball.  
 
Redlands got that run back in the bottom of the second inning as Cat Carrillo walked against 
Esperanza Coe to lead off the frame. She came around to score on a RBI sacrifice fly from 
Kailey Sullivan.  
 
The Terriers had two golden opportunities to score in their middle innings which they were 
unable to convert. With two outs in the third inning Jacey Leyvas had a single which deflected 
off the third baseman's glove. Torres also singled but that threat ended as Leyvas was out trying 
to reach third base. In the fourth inning Redlands had runners on first and second with one out 
as Carrillo reached on a fielder's choice & Makyla Leyvas singled. Coe worked her way out of it 
inducing a pop out and groundout.  
 
Tath-Slezak remarked about her outing "I trusted my defense and hit my spots. Offensively we 
dug deep and figured out a way to get this one. We were struggling to start off but this is a huge 
momentum builder heading towards the playoffs." 
 
Kaylie Michaels reached base on an error to lead off the Thunderbirds third inning. She was 
sacrifice bunted to second by Brianna Martinez. Sydney Huff hit a line drive single to center field 
but Michaels was thrown out attempting to score. She was one of three runners thrown out on 
the basepaths. The threat ended on a strikeout.  



 
Thunderbirds coach Stephanie Landavazzo remarked about her team's aggressiveness on the 
basepaths "I like to force the defenders to make an error. They have to be spot on with the 
throw while all my girls have to do is run straight."  
 
In the fifth, seventh and eighth innings Yucaipa had their leadoff hitter reach base on singles 
from Michaels, Coe, and Sydney Huff. On each occasion Tath-Slezak retired the side in order. 
The Terriers left one runner on in their seventh inning that was hit by a pitch with two outs.  
 
It took an extra inning to decide the winner in Redlands favor. Tath-Slezak reached on an error 
to lead off the frame. She advanced to second base on a sacrifice bunt and third on a 
groundout. Torres then sent a fly ball to center field which was deep enough to tag up on 
scoring Tath-Slezak & ending it in walkoff fashion.  
 
When asked what his thoughts were as Torres fly ball was airborne Terriers coach Brandon 
Ford said "Please don't leave early." He then further remarked "We knew going into this one that 
runs were going to be at a premium. Although the numbers of hits or runs weren't what we 
wanted our approaches were much better today vs that first time and we were able to 
manufacture runs."  
 
Thunderbirds Notables: 
LP: Esperanza Coe>7 ⅔ IP, 2 Runs, 4 Hits, 5 K's, 2 BB's 
Sydnee Huff>2-4 
Esperanza Coe>2-3 
 
Terriers Notables: 
WP: Nahri Tath-Slezak>CG, 1 Run, 6 Hits, 9 K's 
Lexi Torres>1-4 with an RBI, go ahead sac fly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


