
Southwestern League baseball pennant returns to Vista Murrieta as Broncos start week 
with victory over Chaparral:  

 
                                                                                                      R:     H:    E: 

Chaparral (16-6 Overall, 6-5 Southwestern League):           0-0-1-0-2-0-0= 3      12     1 
Vista Murrieta (18-6-1 Overall, 10-1 Southwestern League):0-0-3-0-3-0-X=6       5      0 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Murrieta, CA (Vista Murrieta High School)- 
 
When the Vista Murrieta baseball team gathered to begin their 2019 season they had an 
undefeated Southwestern League title as their main goal. Friday afternoon at Temecula Valley 
one bad inning cost them a shot at perfection. However they still maintained a three game lead 
thanks to Murrieta Mesa's victory over Chaparral. On Monday afternoon the Broncos assured 
themselves of a shared league championship using two big innings to defeat Chaparral 6-3.  
 
Each coach named a sophomore to start Monday afternoon as Kade Johnstone (VM) and 
Rheego McIntosh (Chaparral) started in a matchup which determined whether or not the title 
race extended to Wednesday.  
 
Chaparral's offense got three hits (all singles) against Johnstone in their first time thru the order 
but could not get a runner past second base. Their best opportunity came in the second inning 
as Rheego & O'Neil McIntosh had back to back singles with one out. Johnstone escaped 
unscathed by getting flyouts against Jason Mannino and Aiden Branch.  
 
They broke thru in the third for one run as Tyler Todd (single to left field) & Trevor Hinkel 
(double down the left field line) had consecutive hits for a second straight inning. A sacrifice fly 
from Jonathan Combs scored Todd. However Hinkel was stranded as Andrew Mosiello 
grounded out to end the frame.  
 
Vista Murrieta scored three runs in their half of the third inning to take back the lead at 3-1. 
Charlie Follin (walk), Damian Campbell (HBP), and Zack Rodriguez (HBP) reached base to start 
the frame. Mikey Romero reached on an error charged to Mosiello which scored two Bronco 
runners. Then Anthony Tulimero cleared the bases with an RBI single making it a 3-1 Vista 
Murrieta lead.  
 
Sometimes just putting the ball in play can create pressure for a defense. This was the case for 
Chaparral who struck back for two runs in their half of the fifth to tie it up at three. Sam Ebersole 
led off with an infield single beating out an excellent throw to reach base. Hinkle and Todd 
reached base on back to back bunt singles to load the bases with no outs. Cade Castillo 
entered for Johnstone and faced Combs who had an RBI single to right field. Then a Rheego 



McIntosh sacrifice fly scored Hinkle to tie the game. However Mosiello struck out and O'Neil 
McIntosh lined out to the pitcher squashing thoughts of a bigger inning.  
 
Vista Murrieta took back the lead with a three run fifth inning to take a 6-3 lead. Campbell 
singled and stole second base. Then Tulimero drew a two out walk. Caiden Matheny put the 
Broncos back in front for good with a two run RBI single and advanced to third on an two base 
error. Another run scored on a wild pitch from Hunter Messere before Steven Riddle popped out 
to end the frame.  
 
Matheny remarked after the win "It's a really good feeling to know that one more win gives us 
sole possession of the league championship. Down 0-2 in the count I was just trying to make 
contact and get the ball into play because when the defense has pressure on it good things 
happen as an offense. However I wouldn't have been able to score those runs without my 
teammates finding a way to get on base."  
 
In Chaparral's ninth Combs singled but Mosiello grounded into a double play to end the game.  
 
I spoke with Broncos coach Gary Matlock after the victory and he remarked "We fell a little 
behind in this game but the kids just have fight and resilience in them. Johnstone did a great job 
today to not allow the big inning despite getting hit pretty hard. Our motto is 'Move Forward' and 
we've done a pretty good job of doing that this season. I'm really happy for the kids and our 
school that we get to bring that title back here."  
 
Chaparral Notables: 
LP>Rheego McIntosh: 4 ⅔ IP, 4 Hits, 6 Runs, 4 BB, 2 HBP, 1 K  
At the plate>>2-3 with an RBI  
Jonathan Combs>2-3 with 2 RBI  
Tyler Todd>3-4  
 
Bronco Notables: 
WP>Kade Johnstone: 4+ IP, 10 Hits, 3 Runs, 4 K's  
Caiden Matheny>1-3 with the go ahead RBI (5th inning) 
Anthony Tulimero>1-3 with an RBI & a runner caught stealing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


