
Power surge allows Warriors to avenge previous loss against Hillcrest via run rule: 
 

     R:       H:      E: 
Patriot (12-5 Overall, 7-1 RVL): 0-8-2-2-7=19       21      0 
Hillcrest (7-8 Overall, 5-3 RVL): 0-0-0-3-0=3         5       1 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Riverside, CA (Hillcrest High School)- 
 
About three weeks ago the Patriot softball team lost their initial River Valley League matchup 
against Hillcrest 4-3 and were held to just six hits in that game by Trojans starter Haley Smith. 
Wednesday afternoon in their second meeting of three against Hillcrest the Warrior offense 
pounded out season highs of 21 hits and 19 runs in a victory called after five innings due to 
mercy rule. They maintain a tie with Ramona for first place heading into Friday’s action. 
 
Both sides went down in their half of the first generating one baserunner apiece (a Patriot walk 
& Hillcrest single). From then on however it was all Warriors as Patriot sent twelve batters to the 
plate who recorded eight runs and nine hits. Alyssa Nicklas doubled to center field starting the 
rally off. Pieson then reached on a fielder's choice and Alyson Shelton plated the first of many 
runs with an RBI single to right field scoring Nicklas. A single from Valerie Verdin loaded the 
bases for Brianna Lucero who came thru with an 3 RBI double to left center field. Izabel 
Fregoso, Coralynn Garcia, and Pieson all had two out RBI doubles while Nicklas added an RBI 
triple. When the dust settled it was 8-0 Patriot after two innings.  
 
Warriors coach Tony Martinez said of his team's offensive performance on Wednesday “We did 
a great job of being aggressive with two outs and in two strike counts. Our hitters do everything 
they can to put the ball in play and today we had a lot of well hit balls to the outfield along with 
two home runs.” 
 
A two run homer to left field from Shelton and RBI single to right field by Verdin made it 12-0 
thru 3.5 innings. 
 
By this point Hillcrest was just trying to avoid being run ruled and they did momentarily with 
three runs in their fourth inning. Hailey Smith walked, Angela Montgomery had an infield single 
off the pitcher's glove and Saedree Silva walked to load the bases. After a run scored via wild 
pitch Nayeli Trejo had a two RBI single to right field making it 12-3 after four innings of play.  
 
However Patriot struck back with seven runs in the top of the fifth making it 19-3 thru 4.5 
innings. RBI singles from Coralynn Garcia, Pieson, and Fregoso along with a bases clearing 
RBI double by Verdin completed the Warriors scoring on Wednesday afternoon.  
 



Trojans head coach Tony Carbajal remarked afterwards “We know that's a good hitting team 
over there but we left some pitches up and gave away outs. When you give a team like that 
extra opportunities they cash in and that's exactly what happened today. I told my team 
afterwards that we're still in the race but we've got to get to work tomorrow and correct a lot 
before Friday.”  
 
Warrior Notables: 
WP: Grace Pieson> CG, 3 Runs, 5 Hits, 8 Walks, 7 K's 
Izabel Fregoso>3 for 4 with 3 RBI 
Alyssa Nicklas>2 for 4 with an RBI 
Coralynn Garcia>3 for 4 with 3 RBI 
Angela Montgomery>3 for 4  
Grace Pieson>2 for 4 with 2 RBI 
Briana Lucero>3 for 3 with 3 RBI 
Valerie Verdin>3 for 5 with 4 RBI 
Alyson Shelton>3 for 4 with 3 RBI  
Home Runs: Shelton (5th)  
Doubles: Fregoso (2), Nicklas, Garcia, Pieson, Lucero & Verdin (1 each) 
 
Trojan Notables:  
LP: Haley Smith> 4 IP, 12 Runs, 12 Hits, 2 K's  
Nayeli Trejo>2 for 3 with 2 RBI  
 
 
 
 
 


