
Bears survive late rally from Titans and maintain lead in Ivy League softball standings: 
 

                                                                                                           R:      H:     E: 
Riverside Poly (11-5 Overall, 4-0 Ivy League):          1-0-0-3-1-1-3=  9       16     0 
Temescal Canyon (9-10 Overall, 2-2 Ivy League):    0-1-0-0-0-4-2=  7        8      1 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Lake Elsinore, CA (Temescal Canyon High School)- 
 
As sunset hit Lake Elsinore and lights kicked in over Temescal Canyon's softball complex 
Tuesday evening the Titans offense warmed up against undefeated Riverside Poly. Down 6-1 
and down to their last six outs Temescal Canyon struck for six runs against Bears reliever 
Samantha Serna. Unfortunately for Titan fans it was too little too late as Poly's offense pounded 
out 16 hits and 9 runs against Temescal Canyon pitching and hung on for a 9-7 victory which 
keeps them atop the Ivy League standings.  
 
Poly's Savannah Favre had her fingerprints all over this game posting a 4-4 day batting with a 
solo home run (2nd) to left center field in the first inning with two outs. That blast was answered 
by the Titans Cayla Tulley ,who had a solo shot of her own (3rd), tying the game at one after 
two innings. In total the offenses recorded three hits and two runs thru three innings.  
 
Riverside Poly struck for three more runs in their half of the fourth to take the 4-1 lead. Malia 
Benson led off the frame with a bloop single which just found outfield grass. She was driven in 
on Favre's RBI single up the middle giving Poly another lead at 2-1. Another RBI single scored 
Favre putting Poly up 3-1. Abby Hoseman hit a single to center field and was scored when 
Celeste Ponce recorded an RBI double. It was 4-1 Bears after four innings.  
 
Titans coach Ryan Hambright remarked about their early deficits “We've shown an uncanny 
ability to score runs late in games. Tonight that just proved to be too steep a climb for us to 
overcome. I'm proud of the way we fought against a very good team and one of our area's 
historically strong programs.” 
 
Single runs in the fifth and sixth innings pushed Poly's lead to 6-1 before Temescal Canyon’s 
offense responded. Emily Cassidy reached base via an deflected ball off the pitcher's glove for 
an infield single. Ciara Jensen then hit a single to right field. Three out of four Titans reached 
base starting the frame as a walk from Kimberly Hofmeister gave Temescal Canyon bases 
loaded with no one out. Julissa Gomez started scoring with an one out RBI single up the middle. 
Celine Brito followed her with an RBI walk. Then Megan Leivas came thru with another RBI 
single up the middle closing the lead to 6-4. It was a one run game at 6-5 after six innings of 
action.  
 



An excellent slap infield single from Malia Benson led off Poly's final at bat. Then Favre added a 
single and took second on the throw. An RBI single just over the second baseman's head 
scored Benson making it 7-5. A Celeste Ponce 2 run double finished out the Bears scoring 
ahead 9-5.  
 
To start the Temescal Canyon 7th inning Cassidy walked. Then Jensen hit a loud single to deep 
center field which was inches from a home run and advanced to second. Tulley's sacrifice fly to 
right field scored Cassidy but gave the Titans their second out. Gomez walked and Brito 
recorded a two out RBI single to bring Temescal Canyon within 9-7 of the Bears. However that 
was where this rally ended as Leivas could not beat out an infield ground ball to extend the 
game.  
 
Riverside Poly coach Robert Sakaguchi remarked afterwards “After winning three of the last five 
titles in our old league we know we're going to be getting people's best shot every time. It took a 
couple of key nice plays for us to get out of here with a win. In those later innings we fell behind 
in counts pitching and they were able to string together some pretty hard hit balls. Tonight it was 
nice to see the bottom of our order (Three hits from the 6 position & two from the 9) come thru.”  
 
Savannah Favre said after the win “I knew they were going to throw me outside pitches so I just 
had to keep my hands back and go with it. Ahead 6-1 we most definitely got way too 
comfortable and they’re a very scrappy team who made us earn every out late in that one.”  
 
Bears Notables: 
Savannah Favre>4 for 4, 2 RBI and 3 runs scored 
Sara Colis>2 for 4 with an RBI  
Sofia Parada>2 for 4, 2 RBI and 2 runs scored 
Malia Benson>3 for 4 with 2 runs scored 
Abby Hoesman>2 for 4  
Home Runs: Favre (2nd)  Doubles: Colis & Ponce  
 
Titan Notables:  
Ciara Jensen>3 for 4 with 2 runs scored  
Home Runs: Tulley (3rd)  Doubles: None  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


