
One swing propels Wolfpack to Southwestern League win over Broncos 
 

                                                                                                               R:  H:   E: 
Vista Murrieta (7-4 Overall, 1-1 Southwestern League): 0-0-0-2-0-0-3=5    9     1 
Great Oak (6-1-1 Overall, 2-0 Southwestern League):   0-0-0-5-1-0-X=6    5     2 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Temecula, CA (Wolves Den)- 
 
For the first three and a half innings Vista Murrieta controlled Wednesday's Southwestern 
League softball game against host Great Oak. The Wolfpack had been held by Broncos starting 
pitcher Briza Blanco to one hit and two baserunners. After Vista Murrieta struck for two runs in 
their half of the fourth a single swing changed the complexion of this first meeting between 
league rivals. That came off the bat of Great Oak's Brandicant Kinch who hit a three run homer 
to right field giving them a 5-2 lead which was never relinquished en route to a 6-5 Wolfpack 
win.  
 
In Southwestern League play the Wolfpack hold a one game lead over four other teams going 
into Friday's action.  
 
Neither side had a serious scoring opportunity thru three innings as the two offenses combined 
for three hits and one walk with no runner advancing past second base.  
 
Vista Murrieta took a 2-0 lead in their half of the fourth. Alesia Denby led off the frame with a 
double to left field. Then Bri Nowak reached on an error charged to the second baseman giving 
the Broncos runners on first and second with no outs. With one out Abby Nowak reached on 
another error charged to the Wolfpack infield and Denby came around to score. Malea Gallaspy 
then hit a bloop single to right field scoring another run (B. Nowak). The inning ended as Aly 
Montesino lined out to third base.  
 
In the Wolfpack fourth Great Oak fought back and sent eight hitters to the plate scoring five 
runs. Vista Murrieta coach Katie Terrazas and three fans were ejected by home plate umpire Bill 
Dickerson for voicing their displeasure over an overturned call. On a stolen base attempt the 
Great Oak runner was initially called out which made head coach David Mercado inquire with 
the base umpire. After the two umpires conversed that call was then overturned to safe as 
obstruction was ruled on Vista Murrieta’s second baseman attempting to make a tag. It was at 
this point Terrazas and the fans were ejected. Candice Yuengling reached on an RBI error and 
Abby Trimble had an RBI fielder's choice setting the stage for Brandi Kinch. With one out she 
drove a pitch comfortably over the right field fence and gave the Wolfpack a lead which they 
never relinquished. The Broncos escaped further trouble when Leah Larson lined out to first 
base and Quincy Lilio grounded out finding themselves down 5-2 with nine outs remaining. 



 
Mercado remarked about his team's ability to stay composed during the lengthy discussions 
which took place “I think that inning and surrendering those runs riled us up and when we had 
an opportunity thanks to some balls falling in we were able to convert.”  
 
Vista Murrieta got a run back in the fifth as Samantha Ganaden led off the inning with a single to 
center field. She was scored when Denby had an RBI single to right field. Bri Nowak popped out 
and Makayla Jordan grounded out ending the threat.  
 
The teams traded runs as Riley Whalen restored a three run lead with another RBI single 
making it 6-3 Wolfpack after five innings.  
 
Both teams went quietly in the sixth so the Bronco deficit was three runs at 6-3. Ganaden had a 
one out single up the middle and stole second base. Ana Alba scored Ganaden on a RBI single 
and took second base on the relay throw. With two outs Bri Nowak came thru and made it a one 
run game scoring Alba. Paulina Johnson was tasked with getting Great Oak's final out and she 
did when Jordan lined out to shortstop ending the game.  
 
Mercado went on and said “Our infield defense has to be better than that. Communication is key 
and with such a loud home environment we have to do a better job of being louder or more 
demonstrative.”  
 
Bronco Notables:  
LP: Blanco 6 IP, 5 Hits, 8 K's, 6 Runs 
Samantha Ganaden> 2-4  
Alesia Denby> 2-3 with an RBI  
 
Wolfpack Notables:  
WP: Faapito 7 IP, 6 Hits, 3 Runs, 1 K  
Brandicant Kinch> 3 run HR to right field  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


