
Lancers await postseason fate as streak ends at nine against New Mexico State: 
 

New Mexico State: 20-12-33-27=92 (23-6 Overall, 15-1 WAC) Regular Season Champion  
California Baptist University: 20-19-10-15=64 (18-11 Overall, 11-5 WAC) 2nd place  
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Riverside, CA (The Events Center at CBU)- 
 
California Baptist University’s women's basketball team has the WAC's top offense at 80.4 PPG 
and entered Saturday's game on a nine game winning streak. A huge part of that offensive 
proficiency is the Lancers three point shooting which had them at 33.8% as a team with Emma 
Meriggioli ,the conference's 2nd ranked shooter at 43.7%.  
 
After twenty minutes on Saturday CBU survived both cold outside shooting (3-16 @ 14.3%) and 
losing leading scorer/rebounder Britney Thomas to injury holding a 39-32 lead at halftime. 
However they couldn't  turn that halftime lead into victory as New Mexico State outscored the 
Lancers 33-10 in third quarter play. That gave the Aggies a 65-49 lead en route to their 92-64 
victory on Saturday at CBU’s Events Center.  
 
Now all Lancers players, coaches, and fans can do is watch as conference tournaments play 
out to await their postseason fate. They are eligible for either a WNIT or WBI appearance.  
 
After a quarter the score was tied at 20 all as neither side could gain more than a four point lead 
(NMSU 4 points twice). Back to back three pointers from Lexy Ram & Georgia Dale gave CBU a 
lead at 14-12 with 2:48 left. Brooke Salas had four of the Aggies final seven points on two jump 
shots & Stabresa McDaniel connected on a three pointer closing New Mexico State scoring. 
Delacy Brown tied the game at 20 after a steal & layup with one minute left.  
 
Down 29-24 to New Mexico State with 6:52 until intermission the Lancers went on a 15-3 run to 
take their 39-32 lead at halftime. Just before the under five minute media timeout Tiena Afu had 
a putback, was fouled, and converted an old fashioned three point play. Lexy Ram had five 
straight points connecting on a three pointer and layup on Meriggioli’s assist giving CBU a 34-29 
lead. Dale converted a three point play and Afu’s layup on a baseline out of bounds play with 
1:14 left rounded out scoring in the first half.  
 
New Mexico State came out of their locker room on fire and took a 43-42 lead with 6:53 left in 
the third quarter. Brooke Salas scored seven straight points on two mid range jump shots and a 
transition three pointer. Back to back baskets from Adenike Aderinto gave the Aggies that 
aforementioned lead. An Ane Olaeta three pointer put CBU back in front 45-43 with 6:30 left. 
From that juncture the Aggies went on a 22-4 run which put them ahead 65-49 after three 
quarters. Dominique Mills converted a three point play to put New Mexico State up 46-45 with 



6:11 remaining in the third. Salas hit a buzzer beating three pointer and Gia Pack had 
consecutive three pointers along with a long two point jumper which extended their lead to 
sixteen points.  
 
A Salas layup gave New Mexico State their first lead of twenty points or greater at 73-53 with 
6:52 remaining. Georgia Dale's reverse layup with 4:51 left brought CBU to within 73-58 but that 
was as close as the Lancers got in this one. McDaniel & Aaliyah Prince each had four points 
over 1:23 to restore a twenty three point lead at 81-58 putting the game out of reach.  
 
Lancers coach Jarrod Olson remarked after the loss “In that first half we did a good job of 
making sure the ball was moving offensively and making them uncomfortable defensively. If 
there's a silver lining in that second half effort it's that we'll have no trouble keeping them 
engaged during practice this week. It was not indicative of the team that's been out here all 
year. However it just puts a dark cloud over what really was an excellent regular season and 
now all we can do is play the waiting game and practice.”  
 
Aggies coach Brooke Atkinson said after the win “That group which finished the second quarter 
did a great job of keeping us within shouting distance despite being really gassed. We get our 
energy off the defensive end and that CBU team is a really hard group to defend. In the two 
months since that initial encounter we've matured in so many ways on both sides of the ball. But 
as we all know anything can and usually does happen next week and maturity is key to handling 
that good or bad.”  
 
Olson finished his remarks by saying “New Mexico State is the standard for women's basketball 
in our league and they showed why today. That's the standard we're working towards and a 
good model for us to shoot for.”  
 
Lancer Notables: 
Lexy Ram>>13 pts, 7 Rebounds 
Caitlyn Harper>>13 pts, 10 Rebounds 
Georgia Dale>>13 pts 
Three Pointers: Ram (2-4), Olaeta (1-5), Dale (1-7), Budiman (1-2); Team 5-31 (16.1%) 
 
Aggie Notables: 
Gia Pack>>18 pts, 9 Rebounds, 8 Assists  
Brooke Salas>>22 pts, 14 Rebounds, 3 Assists, 2 Steals 
Stabresa McDaniel>>16 pts 
Aaliyah Prince>>14 pts 
Three Pointers: Pack (2-3), Salas (2-5), Prince (2-3), Atkinson (1-1), McDaniel (1-3); Team: 8-19 
(42.1%) 
 
 
 



 
 
 


