
Late rally by King falls short as Chaminade wins CIF-SS Division 1 Girls Basketball title: 
 

Chaminade: 07-16-13-16=52 (22-10 Overall)  
King:            09-09-13-18=49 (29-2 Overall) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Riverside,CA (CBU Events Center)- 
 
Sometimes experience is the greatest teacher one can have. This was the story of Saturday's 
CIF-SS girls basketball division one championship between King & Chaminade. In a game 
which saw five lead changes and two ties the Wolves Alexis Mead connected on a three pointer 
(her fifth) with 45 seconds remaining giving her team a 49-48 lead. Unfortunately for King that 
was no the final change as Chaminade's Alexis Whitfield scored with 18 seconds remaining to 
go up 50-49. King had one final opportunity to force overtime in the form of a halfcourt shot from 
Mead which hit backboard but missed as the Wolves fell 52-49 at CBU's Events Center.  
 
It was King who got off to a hot start leading 5-0 with 4:56 left in the first quarter off two baskets 
from Danita Young (one on a baseline out of bounds play & another off a Mead assist). Olivia 
Moran also split a pair of free throws in the initial push. Chaminade was held scoreless until 
there was 4:06 left when Julinna Fletes converted a layup. After a Raya Smith layup which put 
King ahead 7-2 with 3:41 left the Eagles trailed 9-7 after eight minutes. Chaminade got a three 
pointer from Whitfield & basket from Fletes with under 10 seconds left to only trail by two points.  
 
Chaminade (behind two scores from Whitfield & one from Jasmine Rodriguez) started the 
second quarter on a 6-0 run covering 1:02 to take a 13-9 lead and force King’s first timeout. At 
that point the Eagles were on a 11-2 run spanning roughly four minutes of action between first 
and second quarter play. After the timeout Mead connected on a three pointer which made it a 
13-12 Chaminade with 6:38 until intermission. Mead again created a one point game ,this time 
at 17-16 Eagles with 3:52 left, on a layup and missed another chance for the three point play. 
Fletes, Whitfield (at the buzzer), and Leslie Hunter each had a field goal with under three 
minutes left to put Chaminade up 23-18 at the half.  
 
Again the Eagles started off a quarter hot as Whitfield & Hunter each converted layups giving 
Chaminade a 27-18 lead immediately after halftime. That spurt gave them their largest lead of 
nine and forced a King timeout. On this night it was Mead who had the range from outside 
connecting again off an assist from Nyah Moran to make it 27-21 Chaminade with 6:13 
remaining. That was Mead's second three pointer out of a called timeout in this game. With 2:43 
left Nyah Moran's layup made it a five point gap at 31-26. Returning that favor was Hunter ten 
seconds later connecting on a three pointer restoring the 34-26 lead for the Eagles. Chaminade 
led 36-31 after three periods.  
 



It was another nine point lead for Chaminade at 40-31 with 7:12 left in regulation off layups from 
Fletes & Whitfield. At this point King went on an 11-0 run covering 2:28 to take a 42-40 lead. 
Aniyah Pewett started the run with a layup off Nyah Moran's (who also added a basket) assist, 
Mead made two free throws along with the go ahead three pointer, and Young chipped in with a 
shot. Jasmine Rodriguez hit a three pointer which put Chaminade up four points at 46-42 with 
3:11 to go and a Whitfield layup made it 48-42 with 2:23 remaining. Mead had two three 
pointers in a span of 1:29 which combined with an Olivia Moran free throw put the Wolves up 
49-48. With eighteen seconds remaining Whitfield got her own offensive rebound and laid it in 
giving the Eagles a 50-49 lead. After King turned it over in a baseline out of bounds situation 
with six seconds left they had to foul and reach one plus one free throws. Whitfield missed the 
front end and Chaminade's Maiya Jackson nailed two free throws which ultimately iced it as 
Mead's half court shot missed.  
 
Eagles coach Kelli Di Muro said in the postgame press conference “That was one of the most 
emotional and exciting games of my twenty two years here. I'm so proud of these girls. They 
stuck together during that late push from King and made winning plays when we needed them 
most.”  
 
King coach Jesus Martinez remarked afterwards “You could tell that they've been here before 
and it took us a little while to settle in. Ultimately this game came down to missing layups that 
we make every day in practice. If there's a lesson here for next time its that we've got to 
finish…”  
 
Lexi Mead remarked in the postgame press conference “I feel like the big lesson is that we've 
got to get after it from the tip and not hold back anything…”  
 
King Notables: 
Alexis Mead>>23 Points, 6 Rebounds, 4 Assists  
Nyah Moran>>12 Points & 15 Rebounds 
Three Point Makes: Mead (5-9) 
FT's: 10-17 (58.8%)   Total FG: 24.3% (17/70) 3 point range: 5-18 (27.8%) 
 
Chaminade Notables: 
Alexis Whitfield>>24 Points & 25 Rebounds 
Three Point Makes: Whitfield (1-3), Hunter (1-6), Rodriguez (1-9)  
FT's: 5-7 (71.4%)  Total FG: 34.9% (22/63)  3 point range: 3-18 (16.7%) 
 
 
 
 
 


