
Eagles survive an early barrage of three pointers & defeat Rancho Verde in Pool A Finale: 
 

Rancho Christian: 09-18-17-10=54 (26-5 Overall) 
Rancho Verde:     14-16-07-14=51 (25-6 Overall) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Temecula, CA (Ed Coyle Court/Chaparral HS)-- 
 
If you are at all familiar with Babylon 5 there's no doubt you remember Centauri ambassador 
Londo Mollari. In season three he describes life on the station as “Total and complete 
madness…” Pool A in the CIF-SS boys basketball Open Division could be described in much 
the same way after all four teams entered Tuesday at 1-1 in group play. With those losses 
though Rancho Verde & Rancho Christian could only play their game and wait for what 
happened about an hour away. At half the Mustangs connected on eight three pointers but only 
held a 30-27 lead. Rancho Christian made their move in the third quarter outscoring Rancho 
Verde 17-7 to take a 44-37 lead and prevailed 54-51 after one last Mustang punch with six 
minutes left.  
 
Rancho Verde took an early 8-2 lead with 4:55 left in the first quarter off two three pointers from 
Darryl Payton & a elbow jump shot from Tory San Antonio. A layup from Jaden Byers and dunk 
from Evan Mobley brought the Eagles within two points at 8-6 with 3:10 left. However the 
Mustangs picked up right where they left off and hit two more three's (both from Jaxen Turner) 
to take a 14-9 lead after one quarter.  
 
Another three ,this time of the banked in variety, from Emmanuel Agubata sixteen seconds into 
second quarter play gave Rancho Verde a 17-9 lead. A three point play from Isaiah Mobley amd 
Dominick Harris layup closed the gap to three points at 17-14 with 6:50 until intermission. Harris’ 
reverse layup with 3:21 until half kept a three point deficit at 22-19. One last push from the 
Mustangs (an 8-0 run over 2:10) gave them a 30-27 lead at half. San Antonio had a three 
pointer & fadeaway jumper in that stretch while Turner hit his fourth three of the first half to hold 
their lead.  
 
Coming out of intermission the Eagles went on an 13-1 run covering 4:12 to take a lead at 
38-30. Isaiah Mobley had six points in that run including a successful three point play while 
Harris hit an elbow jumper & Luke Turner got to the rim and finished a layup. One lone San 
Antonio free throw was the only scoring for Rancho Verde who had gone cold from the 
perimeter in falling behind 40-31 with 3:21 left in the third. The Eagles led 44-37 after three 
quarters. 
 
Rancho Verde closed to within three points on three different occasions but was rebuffed each 
time. Anthony Thomas converted a solid paint touch into two points to close within 47-44 with 



2:07 left. It was answered with 3-4 free throws between Isaiah Mobley and Harris to restore a 
50-44 lead with 35 seconds left. A Turner three pointer made it 50-47 with twenty seconds left & 
pair of San Antonio free throws made it 52-49 at eight seconds left but time ran out on the 
Mustangs as a Turner layup fell thru making it a 54-51 final.  
 
With Bishop Montgomery's victory over Etiwanda they claim the Pool A title on the basis of last 
Saturday's 54-50 victory. They'll play for the Open Division title against Sierra Canyon next 
Saturday at 730pm. Despite not getting to play for a section Open Division title both teams will 
move onto CIF-State postseason play starting on 2/26. All that remains to be decided is who 
goes to the Open Division. 
 
Eagles coach Ray Barefield said after the win “Our biggest adjustment defensively was throwing 
the trap in our half court defense. At half we felt very fortunate to be only down three points after 
that shooting display from a very tough Rancho Verde team and did not panic when down early. 
There's still a lot of work to be done and we can get better as we move forward into state 
tournament play but right now we've got to get some time off and rest our legs.”  
 
Eagle Notables:  
Isaiah Mobley>>15 pts 
Dominick Harris>>15 pts 
Evan Mobley>>13 pts 
Three Point Makes: Mobley, Evan (1) 
 
Mustang Notables: 
Jaxen Turner>>19 pts 
Tory San Antonio>>13 pts 
Three Point Makes: Turner (5), Payton (2), Agubata (1), Clowney (1), Thomas (1), San Antonio 
(1)  
 
 
 
 
  
 


