
Woodley's huge night sparks Tigers to league opening win:  
 

San Jacinto: 14-10-18-19=61 (8-6 Overall, 1-0 Mountain Pass League) 
Beaumont:   10-14-14-12=50 (7-10 Overall, 0-1 Mountain Pass League) #14-3A as of 12/3/18  
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Two years ago former Wisconsin women's basketball coach Bobbi Kelsey (now an assistant 
with the Los Angeles Sparks) implored women's basketball players to “Get their butts in the gym 
and get shots up because we can't dunk.” in a postgame press conference after seeing her 
Badgers team fall to Nebraska. Clearly the girls basketball teams at Beaumont and San Jacinto 
high schools took Kelsey's words to heart and it showed in Wednesday's Mountain Pass League 
opener which saw the two sides combine for 111 points and 40 made field goals. Sydney 
Woodley recorded 36 points (22 after the break) as the Tigers opened defense of their league 
title from last year with a 61-50 win over #14-3A Beaumont. It's San Jacinto’s third win against 
the SCIBCA Division 3A top 16 and they're 3-1 in those games (the lone blemish a 14 pt loss to 
Patriot). 
 
Ashley Van Sanford gave San Jacinto an early 5-4 lead with 5:30 left in first quarter action off a 
jumper from the elbow. That lead reached 14-8 off a basket from Jhesimaye Artagame with 
about a minute to go off an assist from Woodley who hit a floater on their previous possession 
to make it 12-8 in favor of the Tigers. Just before the quarter horn Beaumont's Janessa Pilao hit 
a shot making it 14-10 Tigers after a quarter of play.  
 
Twenty seconds into the second quarter Woodley connected on a straightaway three pointer 
putting the Tigers up 17-10. It was immediately answered by Beaumont's Tali Delgado who hit 
her three point shot coming out of a well designed baseline out of bounds play bringing the 
Cougars to within four points at 17-13. With just under three and a half minutes until halftime 
Pilao had an offensive rebound/putback and was fouled but failed to convert the three point play 
leaving a tied score at 21. Lauren Whitehead's layup gave the Cougars a momentary lead at 
24-23 with just under thirty seconds left. A late Beaumont foul with 4.0 seconds to go on what 
basically amounted to a heave attempted put the Tigers Anaya Crouch up for free throws. She 
converted one of the two tying it up after sixteen minutes.  
 
Aleghana Mejia put San Jacinto up 26-24 about forty seconds into third quarter action 
converting a free throw line jumper off an offensive rebound into second chance points. A steal 
and score from Woodley made it 30-28 San Jacinto before Pilao tied it at 30 on the next 
possession. It was 33-31 in the Tigers favor with 3:50 to go after a three pointer from Woodley. 
Trailing 38-37 late in the quarter Woodley connected on another three pointer (her third) and a 
long two point shot making it 42-38 San Jacinto after twenty four minutes.  
 



Delgado hit a floater in the lane giving Beaumont the lead at 47-46 with 5:24 remaining. 
Artagame then proceeded to make a three pointer off the window giving San Jacinto a 49-47 
lead with approximately five minutes left. With just under two and a half minutes remaining the 
Tigers stretched out a hard fought lead to 53-49. It became 59-50 with about a minute and 
fifteen seconds left as the Tigers dribbled out their clock.  
 
San Jacinto coach Tiffany White is in her first year leading the Tigers inheriting a side which is 
defending their 2017-2018 Mountain Pass League title. When I asked her if there was any 
pressure in taking over a program which had that kind of success she said “I knew I had big 
shoes to fill. However we try not to hold the expectations of last season over our heads for this 
year. We're a new team and just want to see what this group can do.”  
 
White went on and remarked about Woodley “She runs cross country so she never really gets 
tired but at this point she's a 32 minute per game player. We're working on trying to find her a 
few minutes but I feel she needs to learn to pace herself throughout the game because she'll 
likely be facing that type of workload all year.”  
 
Sydney Woodley set a personal scoring best against Beaumont with 36 in her third matchup 
against the Cougars and is currently averaging 26.0 PPG against them. In an era where kids 
are being encouraged to specialize she is also a multisport athlete running cross country in the 
fall. When I asked her about the benefit of that participation in basketball she remarked “When I 
first started running in middle school I didn't think it would help. Now I'm glad I do it because that 
gives me an extra gear which most kids don't have. They're tired and I'm able to keep going as if 
the game just started.”  
 
About seeing her teammates knock down shots in the early stages of that fourth quarter 
Woodley went on and remarked “It was huge to see that because basketball is a team game 
and sharing the ball is a key to success for our team.”  
 
Tiger Scoring: 
Crouch>>5 pts, Mejia>>7 pts, Van Sanford>>4 pts, Woodley>>36 pts (3 3 ptrs), Artegame>>7 
pts (1 3 ptr), Trujillo>>2 pts 
 
Cougar Scoring: 
Delgado>>15 pts (1 3 ptr), Cooper>>6 pts, Whitehead>>2 pts, Roman>>1 pt, 
Montoya-Navarro>>6 pts (2 3 ptrs), Adams>>7 pts, Pilao>>13 pts  
 
Other Mountain Pass League Results:  
Citrus Hill 52 (7-7,1-0) Hemet 50 (11-6, 0-1) 
Tahquitz v Hemet West Valley--Not available as of press time 
 
Friday's Schedule:  
San Jacinto @ Hemet West Valley 445pm  



Beaumont @ Hemet 5pm  
Citrus Hill @ Tahquitz 445pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


