
There's no place like home: Suarez late game heroics create tie for first in Mountain Pass  
 

Hemet:            11-15-24-09=59 (19-8 Overall, 5-3 Mountain Pass League) 
San Jacinto:    13-16-14-14=57 (13-8 Overall, 6-2 Mountain Pass League) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Hemet, CA  
 
As I was doing my research prior to San Jacinto taking on Hemet in girls basketball Friday 
evening at Ted Smith Gymnasium a theme of “There's no place like home” very quickly popped 
into my head. When Beaumont, Hemet, and San Jacinto have played against each other so far 
the home team has prevailed on each occasion. While an unexpected opening night road loss 
to Citrus Hill has likely foiled the Bulldogs league title ambitions it didn't mean they couldn't have 
a say in how the title was won in 2018-2019. Fittingly for the Bulldogs on Senior Day it was 
Haley Suarez ,playing in her final regular season game at home, who hit the game winning shot 
with 10.2 seconds left in Hemet's 59-57 win over San Jacinto. With two games left there is now 
a tie between the Tigers and Cougars at 6-2 in Mountain Pass League play with Hemet a game 
back at 5-3.  
 
Hemet's Tabitha Telezinski gave us a tied score at four all with 4:43 left in the first quarter. The 
Bulldogs took their first lead of Friday's game at 7-4 with 3:28 remaining off a corner three 
pointer from Haley Suarez. A Shyla Marcus offensive rebound/putback made the Bulldog lead 
7-6 with just over three minutes left. Then Aleghana Mejia connected on a three pointer giving 
the Tigers their 3rd lead of a young game at 9-7 with 1:26 left in opening quarter action. Jesslyn 
Hensel of Hemet connected on a short jumper with 10 seconds remaining and made it a two 
point Tigers lead at 13-11 after eight minutes.  
 
San Jacinto started the second quarter on a 8-0 run covering 3:26 seconds before a Hensel free 
throw broke the drought. Artagame had two layups (both assisted by Sydney Woodley), Tehya 
Marcus had a steal which she converted into a layup, and Woodley had a steal & layup of her 
own in that stretch. With 4:20 until the half a layup from Woodley pushed San Jacinto’s lead to 
23-12. Suarez connected on her second three pointer of the day and cashed in two free throws 
making San Jacinto’s lead 23-17 with 3:45 until intermission. Mejia converted a steal from 
Woodley into a layup & was fouled with 3:23 left. She subsequently made her free throw 
completing an old fashioned three point play and pushed the Tigers lead to 26-17. Artagame’s 
layup with 2:48 to half gave San Jacinto their largest lead of the day at 29-17. It was at this point 
where Hemet made a run of their own (9-0 covering 1:37) to make it a three point game at half 
29-26 San Jacinto. Hensel was 2-2 on free throws & converted a floater in the middle of that 
run. Suarez started it off by finishing a runner in the lane and a three from Mariah Sanchez 
finished it.  
 



Coming out of the intermission another three pointer from Sanchez tied it briefly at 29 until 
Ashley Van Sanford connected on a three ball giving San Jacinto a 32-29 lead with 6:40 in third 
quarter play. Hemet led 44-36 with 2:30 left off Nailah Love's offensive rebound/putback & free 
throw, a Sanchez layup, and three point make from Melena Dotinga. Woodley then came up 
with six straight points within fifty seconds on an offensive rebound/putback and two layups 
bringing San Jacinto to a 44-42 deficit with 1:10 left. A Suarez layup with 45 seconds left plus 
baskets from Hensel & Love gave the Bulldogs a 50-43 lead after three quarters.  
 
A 6-0 run from San Jacinto covering 1:20 brought the Tigers to within a point at 50-49. Woodley 
had a layup off Artagame's steal/assist along with another basket & Amaya Crouch went 2-2 on 
free throws in that stretch. Sanchez answered with a three pointer restoring the two possession 
lead at 53-49. Woodley had two straight layups tying it back up at 53 with just under four and a 
half minutes left. Sanchez steal & layup with 1:10 left gave the Bulldogs a 57-55 lead. Mejia 
provided the answer in a basket with twenty seconds left which tied it at 57. With ten seconds 
left Suarez was able to finish in the lane against heavy contact giving Hemet another late lead, 
this time at 59-57. San Jacinto was able to get Mejia free for a jump shot to tie from the elbow 
but it fell off as time expired.  
 
Bulldogs coach Isaac Heggins said after the win “We did a great job of taking away their ball 
handler & one of their best players by going man to man this time. Our girls came to play with 
an excellent intensity defensively that was fun to watch. This win is an emotional boost for us 
heading towards the playoffs with a league title out of reach for us because of that loss to Citrus 
Hill. I'm so proud of every young lady on our team.  
 
I asked Haley Suarez and Mariah Sanchez about how good it felt to end their regular season 
careers at home on a win like this and they remarked “We definitely made a statement going 
into CIF-SS playoffs with two league wins at home against quality opponents (Beaumont & San 
Jacinto) that we will defend this building if given the chance. We've been battle tested this 
season and are excited to jump into postseason play.”  
 
Bulldog Notables: 
Mariah Sanchez>>>16 pts (4 three pointers) 
Haley Suarez>>>18 pts (2 three pointers & go ahead basket with 10.2 secs left) 
 
Tiger Notables: 
Sydney Woodley>>>25 pts  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 


