
Lancers survive several rallies & win first women's basketball “Crosstown Showdown”:  
 

California Baptist University:               16-19-16-14=65 (3-6 Overall) 
University of California at Riverside:   15-17-16-09=57 (2-5 Overall) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Riverside, CA- 
 
California Baptist University’s women's basketball team only had one win against division one 
competition and that was a 2 point road win at Long Beach State in their second game of 2018. 
After that win the Lancers went on and dropped their next five games by a combined 46 points, 
playing only once at home in that span. Seventh year head coach Jarrod Olson remarked about 
his team's resiliency during a tough streak “You have two options in a situation like that: fight or 
quit.” His squad has chosen to fight and on Thursday night they survived several late Highlander 
runs to win their first women's basketball “Crosstown Showdown” 65-57 at the Events Center in 
front of an announced crowd of 647 on “Superhero Night.”  
 
Early on Thursday evening it was the Britney Thomas show as she had 6 of California Baptist 
University’s first 11 points. Delacy Brown had a layup and Georgia Dale connected from three 
point range as the Lancers took an 11-8 lead with 2:00 minutes left in the opening quarter. A 
jumper in transition from the Highlanders Keilanei Cooper gave them a brief lead of 13-12 at 
1:23 remaining. Lexy Ram had the Lancers final five points with twenty seconds to go on a three 
point play and a couple of free throws to give California Baptist University a 16-15 lead after 10 
minutes.  
 
In that first quarter the Lancers struggled with turnovers frustrating Olson who said about those 
issues “We play contrasting styles and sometimes a game can get choppy as players get used 
to their opponents and systems.” 
 
Daphne Gnago hit a jumper which gave the Highlanders a lead of 17-16 just thirteen seconds 
into second quarter action. Another thirteen seconds elapsed before the Lancers took their lead 
back with a layup from Thomas at 9:34 to half made it 18-17 California Baptist University. 
Tianna Eaton made a layup and converted the free throw to make it 20-18 UC Riverside with 
8:45 till intermission. Thomas answered with baskets to tie the score at 20 and 22 as we 
approached seven minutes to go. Three consecutive three point makes from Delacy Brown (1 at 
3:24 to half) & Emma Meriggioli (2 at 2:50 and 2:20 to half) made it 34-30 Lancers. A Georgia 
Dale free throw with one minute left made it 35-32 and that was where we stood at intermission.  
 
Meriggioli has appeared in 108 consecutive games since coming to California Baptist University 
as a freshman and remarked about the win “It was really exciting. We've been bummed with 



losing all these close games and worked really hard in practice to get ready for this one. 
Tonight's win was a good start to our last four games until Christmas Break.”  
 
About withstanding several UC Riverside runs but still keeping their lead in the second half she 
went on and said “Our last several games have been like that, not being able to keep the lead 
so we knew we had to buckle down and worked together. We knew if we could keep the ball 
moving we'd be able to get good looks offensively and then it was just a matter of stringing 
together stops which we were able to do.” 
 
Early on in third quarter action Brown had three straight points off a layup and free throw to 
make it 43-34 Lancers with 7:46 left. Meriggioli hit another three pointer and Afu Tiene 
connected on a jump shot in the paint making it an 8-2 run for California Baptist University 
covering 2:14 of game action. Malou De Kerget, Marina Ewodo, and Tianna Eaton hit 
consecutive jump shots out of a John Margaritis called timeout and closed the deficit to 43-40 
with 5:07 remaining in period three. Georgia Dale's second three pointer of the day stretched 
California Baptist University’s lead to 49-42 with 2:10 left. A layup from Cooper with 9 seconds 
remaining closed UC Riverside's deficit to 51-48 after a half hour of action.  
 
Thomas opened fourth quarter scoring with three straight points off a layup & free throw in 
consecutive possessions making it 54-48 with 9:38 remaining. A three point make from Ane 
Oleata gave California Baptist University their first double digit lead at 61-50 with 3:26 left. One 
final made jump shot from Cooper made it 65-57 with 23 seconds remaining.  
 
At half the Lancers were -4 (25-29) to UC Riverside in total rebounding. They finished the 
evening +10 (58-48) and Olson remarked about the rapid switch “Britney Thomas was huge on 
the glass but the guards also chipped in there. We were changing defenses a lot to try and keep 
them off balance and I thought overall we did a great job as a group in that second half.”  
 
When asked about how crucial a series of three pointers from Meriggioli & Brown were to taking 
the lead at intermission Olson said “We just couldn't quite get a rhythm going. Those 3s going 
down gave us a bit of confidence from deep (prior to that sequence Georgia Dale had the two 
Lancer three point makes as they missed eight in a row till Ane Oleata connected on one at 4:33 
to half) and were huge in allowing us to get that halftime lead back.”  
 
Ultimately Olson summed up the win by saying “It wasn't a perfect or clean game by any stretch 
of the imagination but we were able to make a few key hustle plays which got us over the top. I 
think we're trending in the right direction heading towards conference play.”  
 
Former Riverside Poly & MSJC standout Delacy Brown had 16 points on 5-15 from the field in 
the win and also talked with us. I asked the junior if taking the floor against UC Riverside in a 
countable game felt different than doing so in an exhibition and she said “For all of us players 
and our coaches it's a real game whether it's a scrimmage or not. The only difference is whether 



or not it counts and that's not something we control. We just play whoever is in front of us and 
learn each time out.”  
 
I then went on and asked the junior what the Lancers learned about themselves in this game 
and she remarked “That we are capable of playing as a great team and making the adjustments 
necessary to win tight games.”  
 
UC Riverside coach John Margaritis year in and year out schedules the toughest mid-majors 
and Power 5 teams he can find knowing it will benefit them come Big West Conference play.  
 
He remarked about Thomas’ evening “I thought we were pretty well prepared for everything she 
brings to the table but she just did a great job of making herself available offensively and 
competing for every rebound on both ends.”  
 
Margaritis biggest area of concern for his Highlanders ,picked to finished eighth by Big West 
coaches, was offensive execution. He remarked “One area we're definitely going to have to get 
better in is scoring the basketball. It's going to be a long year if we can't score the ball at a more 
than 50 or so point per game rate.”  
 
Notable Lancers:  
Britney Thomas-21 points, 20 rebounds, 4 blocks in 31 minutes  
Delacy Brown-16 points on 5-15 FG's (2-9 on 3s) in 31 minutes 
Emma Meriggioli-10 points on 3-4 from 3 point range, 5 assists, 4 rebounds in 34 minutes  
 
Notable Highlanders: 
Malou de Kerget-16 points on 7-17 FG's (2-3 3s), 5 rebounds, and 4 assists in 39 minutes  
Marina Ewodo-14 points on 6-10 FG's with 11 rebounds and 3 blocks in 35 minutes 
Tianna Eaton-11 points on 5-17 FG's, 4 Rebounds, and 3 assists in 38 minutes 
 
California Baptist University continues a four game homestand Saturday afternoon at 1pm 
against against former PacWest foe Fresno Pacific. Meanwhile the Highlanders have a few 
days to get ready for a Hawaiian style back to back as they'll face Eastern Washington and 
Texas A&M on the island of Maui next Friday & Saturday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


