
BattleZone title stays at Rancho Christian after Eagles erase a 15 point first half deficit: 
 

Rancho Christian:   10-21-11-14=56 (4-0 Overall, #2 Div 1 poll 11/26) 
Corona/Centennial: 22-16-10-6=54  (5-1 Overall, #7 Div 1 poll 11/26)  
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Corona, CA 
 
Rancho Christian coach Ray Barefield would be the first to tell you that his Eagles did not play 
their best sixteen minutes of basketball to start Saturday's BattleZone tournament championship 
game against host Corona Centennial. As a result the Eagles found themselves trailing at one 
point by fifteen points and needing a strong finish just to stay in contact with their opponents. 
They got that finish taking the deficit down to seven points (38-31) at intermission. With 1.2 
seconds left in regulation Isaiah Mobley hit two free throws to put the Eagles ahead 56-54 and 
gave his side the title.  
 
It wasn't a good start for the Eagles who found themselves trailing 15-5 with two minutes left in 
quarter #1. A three pointer from Luke Turner and basket from Bryson Stephens brought Rancho 
Christian to five points down at 15-10 with roughly a minute left. Centennial answered right back 
with a 7-0 run covering the quarter's final 1:04 stretching their lead back to 22-10 after eight 
minutes. Davis had 11 of his 26 total points in the opening eight minutes for Centennial. 
Meanwhile four different players recorded a field goal for the Eagles including Isaiah Mobley 
who scored first about nine seconds into action off a three from straight away.  
 
Davis continued his early onslaught with another 13 points in the second quarter as Centennial 
stretched their lead to fifteen points at one point. The Eagles got exactly what they needed 
moving towards halftime steadily closing their deficit to 38-31 after sixteen minutes. Isaiah 
Mobley had 9 of his 19 points in the second as Rancho Christian did exactly what you're 
supposed to when down fifteen plus and kept themselves within contact of Centennial.  
 
It was 48-42 after three quarters as Centennial got six points from Paris Dawson to hold their 
lead. Davis was held scoreless for the quarter and didn't score until a pair of free throws with 
2:05 remaining which were his final points of this championship game. Meanwhile the Eagles 
had four different players (both Mobleys, Turner, and Jaden Byers) record field goals as they 
won third quarter action 11-10.  
 
With 5:44 left in regulation the Eagles had closed to within two points of Centennial at 48-46 as 
they started off scoring five consecutive points on free throws. Twenty seconds later Jaylen 
Clark fouled out of the game for the Huskies. Evan Mobley tied the game at 54 converting a one 
and one free throw opportunity with 1:23 remaining. With 27.2 seconds left Centennial's Paris 
Dawson missed the front end of a one and one and Rancho Christian came up with possession 



calling timeout with 15.9 seconds left near their bench. Isaiah Mobley earned a one and one 
opportunity with just over a second to go and converted both free throws giving the Eagles their 
first lead since his three pointer opened scoring at 3-0. The Huskies attempt from around half 
court fell harmlessly off and Rancho Christian exhaled knowing their comeback was complete.  
 
Eagles coach Ray Barefield said initially when asked about the second half defense (holding 
Centennial to 16 points) “I think it was a concerted effort by our guys (mainly Jaden Byers and 
Bryson Stephens) to lock in on DJ (Davis). They had a lot of face guarding responsibilities with 
no help and did a great job.”  
 
He also remarked about the job Centennial did defensively in that first half “We were definitely 
out of rhythm and rattled. We never got into our offense. Our spacing was poor and overall we 
just didn't execute. All the credit to Coach Giles and his players for making us really 
uncomfortable early.”  
 
After watching DJ Davis torch his defense for 24 first half points Barefield was very 
complimentary of the Huskies junior saying “He put on a tremendous show. His catch and 
release is really quick & he'll have a bright future at the next level.”  
 
Isaiah Mobley remarked about the physicality of that game “It was definitely a very physical 
game and required us to make an adjustment in the second half which we were able to do.”  
 
When asked about how much confidence the Eagles can take from this win Mobley remarked “I 
think it definitely can be that kind of win. It felt like the kind of game we could easily be in come 
playoff time and to come thru even when things didn't go well early shows how much fight is in 
us.”  
 
Huskies coach Josh Giles was displeased with the officiating remarking “I think it was an 
absolute travesty that a game like this is ended the way it was. I don't necessarily mind losing 
but more the manner in which we lost. We don't have the luxury of replay like they do in college 
or the NBA so if you're not sure (referring to time left on the final foul) let's go for another four 
minutes.”  
 
When asked to describe DJ Davis’ first half performance Giles went on and remarked “He has 
such an unbelievably quick release and with most high school kids they have a limit of shots 
made in a row. He just kept it going...there have been some practices that we've had here 
where it's been unbelievable the rolls he gets on and tonight was another such occasion.” 
 
Despite the ending Giles was still encouraged about his team's effort remarking “I'm really proud 
of how hard the guys played tonight...I don't know if we could've executed any better in the first 
half. If we take that kind of energy and effort into every practice and game going forward I'd like 
to think we'll be a pretty good team down the road. Some of the best teams I've had here when 



they've lost came back a lot better as a result of it and I'm hoping these guys can be among 
those groups but time will tell.”  
 
In third place game action Rancho Verde's Jaxen Turner hit consecutive buzzer beating three 
pointers to force overtime and double overtime but the Mustangs fell to Chino Hills 80-73 in 
triple overtime.  
 
Rancho Christian Noteables:  
Isaiah Mobley- 19 points  
Evan Mobley- 13 points 
 
Corona Centennial Noteables: 
DJ Davis-26 points  
Paris Dawson-14 points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


