
Pumas trail at half but close third quarter on a 15-3 run and hang on for signature win: 
 

Chaparral: 10-9-15-11=45 (6-3 Overall) Unranked Div 3AA 
Ramona:   15-8-3-13=40 (7-6 Overall) #15 4AA as of last Monday's poll 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Chaparral coach Jerry Blanco would probably be the first to tell you his team was fortunate to 
find themselves down only 4 points (23-19) after two quarters Wednesday at home against 
Ramona. After roughly half of the third quarter it was still a four point Rams lead as neither 
offense could score. Then the floodgates opened for Chaparral led by Zia Rapada who had 3 of 
her 4 makes from three point range in a 15-3 run covering just under four minutes which gave 
the Pumas a 34-26 lead after three quarters. Ramona fought back and made it a game late but 
fell 45-39 at Ed Coyle Gymnasium on Wednesday evening.  
 
Ramona used an excellent effort on the offensive glass to take a 15-10 lead after eight minutes. 
It was a 12-10 margin until the Rams’ Katie Beccue connected on a 3 pointer with 24 seconds 
remaining. Five different Pumas connected from the field in that opening quarter led by Rapada 
with 4 points on 2 field goal makes. Savannah Petty also had 4 points to lead Ramona in that 
opening quarter.  
 
Haleigh May connected on a three pointer early in the second quarter and was 1-2 on a free 
throw sequence early on stretching Ramona's lead to 19-10. After 2 point field goals from 
Prentice Burris and Petty the lead had reached 23-14 with just under 2 minutes left. A three ball 
from Rapada made it 23-17 with just under a minute and a half to intermission. Then a layup 
from Ella Duvachelle was the last scoring for either side after sixteen minutes as Ramona took a 
23-19 lead to half.  
 
About their strong close to the first half Zia Rapada said “I think it was huge to finish like that. 
We did a great job of moving the ball and creating opportunities for each other offensively.”  
 
Neither offense scored until roughly halfway thru the third quarter. Chaparral on one trip missed 
on three straight shot attempts from near point blank range. Duvachelle had five straight points 
to start a late push led by a steal which the freshman converted into a three point play and an 
basket off a well executed screen and roll. Then it was Rapada's turn to get into the act scoring 
nine of Chaparral's final ten points all on makes from three point range. The lone Rams field 
goal was another 3 point make from Beccue which kept their deficit a manageable eight points 
at 34-26 after twenty four minutes.  
 
With 5:45 left Lizbeth Garcia had back to back baskets bringing the Rams to within 36-31. Then 
Dorothy Elemento had a steal and layup off an assist from Rapada but missed her and one free 
throw making it 40-33 Chaparral with just under five minutes left. On Ramona's next possession 



Petty hit a layup dribbling right up the teeth of Chaparral's defense but missed her and one free 
throw making it 40-36 Pumas with 4:02 left. With 36 seconds left Petty connected on another 
jumper in the lane making it 44-39 Pumas but it was too little too late as Chaparral hung on for a 
big win.  
 
Rams coach Brandon Fletcher remarked via Direct Message “Chaparral is a very good team 
that played very well tonight. They forced us into a lot of situations where we needed to execute 
and we didn't do enough. Credit to them for how they played.”  
 
Pumas coach Jerry Blanco said about the win “This is the first time we've been down at half like 
that this year. I told them in the locker room that our style will take us to where we need to go. 
We're a pressing and trapping team so everything we do is with our speed in mind and trying to 
accomplish something that's never been done here (win a maiden Southwestern League girls 
basketball.” 
 
I asked Blanco about Rapada's strong finish to the third quarter and he remarked “Zia’s been in 
this program for three years and been a team leader every year. We feed off of her and when 
she gets going it brings everyone else along with her.” 
 
When I asked the senior about that third quarter field goal drought which lasted a bit more that 
five minutes she remarked “Both sides just did a really good job of executing defensively on 
each other to start the half.”  
 
Chaparral will defend their tournament title at the Hemet “Bettie Smith” Tournament playing 
tomorrow, Friday, Saturday, and Tuesday. Meanwhile for Ramona it's time for the River Valley 
League opener against 4A-#2 Hillcrest on Tuesday night at home. 
 
Puma Notables: 
Zia Rapada>>16 points on 4-3 pointers (3 after the half) 
Ella Duvachelle>>14 points (10 of which came after the half) 
 
Rams Notables: 
Savannah Petty>>11 points  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


