
Lions finish the job with a CIF-SS Division 12 Championship: 
 

Linfield Christian: 21-15-07-27=70 (13-1 Overall) 
Artesia:                13-07-06-06=32 (10-4 Overall) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
Murrieta, CA- 
 
For every high school football player at a Southern Section school the goal is simple-to be one 
of 26 teams practicing on Thanksgiving for a game in November's third week. At Linfield 
Christian & Artesia this week that dream was made a reality as the Lions and Pioneers gathered 
at Murrieta Mesa for their CIF-SS Division 12 title game. However only one team left Rams 
Stadium with a championship trophy and that was Linfield Christian by a final score of 70-32.  
 
It was a chilly November evening as sunset fell over Rams Stadium. However it was Artesia’s 
players and fans who got to create some heat by cheering for a 83 yard touchdown pass from 
Heder Gladden to PJ Holmes making it 6-0 with 10:40 left in the opening quarter. Linfield 
Christian’s special teams unit got a block on the Pioneers point after attempt. On their first 
offensive series Linfield Christian's Kenric Jameison answered with a 61 yard rushing 
touchdown making it 7-6 Lions after a successful point after with 9:38 left in the opening quarter. 
Four other consecutive scores from the offense made it 36-20 Lions at halftime. On the ground 
Jameison rushed for an additional score (14 yards out with 4:51 left in the first quarter) making it 
two first half TD's for him. Crispin Wong (12 yard rush with 1:04 left in Q1), Travion Brown (22 
yard TD catch from Maresh with 9:47 till half) and Colin Maher (18 yard TD catch from Maresh 
with 4:39 till half) each had a first half touchdown. A touchdown pass from Gladden to Marcel 
Bowman with 6:15 left in the first quarter from 10 yards out made it 13-7 Pioneers at that 
juncture. Travys Davis had a 78 yard touchdown run up the middle with 8:21 till half bringing 
Artesia to within a 29-20 deficit at that point. After Davis score Artesia attempted an onside kick 
but was ruled offsides. 
 
Both offenses had a lone third quarter touchdown making the score 43-26 Lions after 36 
minutes of action. For Linfield Christian it was Jameison who punched in his third touchdown of 
the night ,this time from 3 yards out, making the lead 43-26 with 2:41 left. Artesia received a 
score from Gladden (1 yard touchdown run) off a botched Lions snap which gave the Pioneers a 
short field but the two point conversion was unsuccessful.  
 
With 12 minutes left in their Southern Section season Linfield Christian left no doubt that the 
division 12 title would stay in Southwestern Riverside County. Brown added a second 
touchdown catch from 25 yards out with 10:37 left to start a slew of Lions touchdowns recorded 
against a by that point very tired Pioneers defense which made the score 50-26 Linfield 
Christian. Just 2:19 seconds of game action elapsed between scores as Wong added a second 



touchdown to his championship line from 38 yards out making it 57-32 Lions with 8:18 left. 
Wong made it a trifecta of fourth quarter touchdowns recording two additional scores: a 3 yard 
run with 5:31 left which made it 64-32 at that point and one from 50 yards out which was Linfield 
Christian’s final score of the evening with 2:43 remaining.  
 
Artesia had a lone fourth quarter touchdown from Davis who scored from 4 yards out to make 
the score 50-32 early in the fourth quarter.  
 
Lions coach DeChon Burns opened his postgame remarks by saying “It's just a culmination of 
the hard work of these guys...I don't know if its hit me yet. The ever elusive CIF-SS 
championship is here. We righted some wrongs tonight where we weren't playing the way we 
should've been playing a little while ago and got it done.”  
 
Linfield Christian is the last team alive in Southwest Riverside County. When asked about what 
that says for Lion football Burns remarked “We're playing ball. I think we've got something 
special here and just want to make Menifee, Murrieta, and Temecula proud. We would've been 
happy for anyone who made it to this weekend and this year it just so happened to be us. It's 
said all the time here that it's not where you play but what you do when you're there and I'm so 
proud of these guys for what they've just accomplished.”  
 
Quarterback Kaleb Maresh when asked what he'll remember most about his senior season said 
“Definitely my teammates and just how hard we've worked for this title. All the hours we've spent 
together fighting for the guy next to us and just making memories we'll never forget.” 
 
Saturday's win in the championship game marks Linfield Christian's first title since 2009 under 
former head coach Jimmy Kemmis. That team posted an undefeated mark at 14-0. It's the 
second title game appearance for a Lions team under Burns leadership (2015: L 14-6 to former 
Ambassador League member Notre Dame/Riverside). Now they await the CIF-State 
Tournament pairings announcement this afternoon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


