
Eagles enter main draw of CCCAA Volleyball Tournament with victory over Santa Monica: 
 

MSJC:             25-23-25-25=3 (22-4 O)  
Santa Monica: 16-25-18-16=1 (12-8 O) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
 Mount San Jacinto College’s women's volleyball program has been on the upswing since head 
coach Serinna Eason arrived five years ago and took over the program. Twenty one regular 
season wins set the school’s mark for wins in a season and in order to see next week the 
Eagles had to get a twenty second victory Saturday against a Santa Monica team willing to fight 
for every ball. Despite a hiccup in dropping set two MSJC will move on and play Bakersfield 
Tuesday evening after winning by scores of 25-16, 23-25, 25-18, and 25-16.  
 
In set one the Eagles jumped out to a 13-7 early lead after Cashlee Hullar's back to back kills. 
Lauryn Patterson recorded a kill making it 20-12 Eagles. Ariannah Grajeda had the final kill of 
set 1 making it a 25-16 final.  
 
MSJC dropped set 2 by a score of 25-23 rallying back to trailing by one at 24-23 before a 
missed Eagles serve tied the match at a set apiece. A kill from Patterson & ace from Ariana 
Velasquez gave the Eagles an early lead at 7-5. Ruby Ruiz kill made it 11-8 just before halfway 
thru the second set. Lannie Maffucci had an ace to give MSJC a five point lead at 14-9. An 
attack error from Patterson ended up tying the set at 19. Then a kill from Velazquez brought the 
Eagles to within 24-23 before falling.  
 
After dropping the previous set MSJC got off to a quick 6-1 lead in set 3. Patterson had two kills 
while Ruiz and Hullar each added one in that stretch. A kill from Jami Loerch plus ace by Lannie 
Maffucci made it 12-8 Eagles at the halfway mark of set three. Jordyn Kovich threw in another 
ace which combined with kills from Hullar and Patterson made the lead 18-14. Ruiz had three 
late kills including the set ender which gave the Eagles a 25-18 win and 2-1 lead in sets.  
 
In set four the Eagles opened on a 10-5 run forcing an early Santa Monica timeout. Ruiz had 
three kills, Patterson added three of her own, Loerch also had a kill and Grajeda a solo block. 
The lead reached 15-8 off a Patterson kill and Loerch solo block. Ahead 24-13 the Eagles failed 
on three straight match points to close it out before a Santa Monica missed serve sealed their 
date with Bakersfield on Tuesday.  
 
Eagles coach Serinna Eason talked about watching her team drop that second set and 
remarked “I was displeased with our overall play in that set. We just made way too many errors 
and it's something we've talked about that you just cannot give good teams free points. That 
was the biggest thing we had to fix going into the third.” 
 



Eason said of her freshman outside hitters Lauryn Patterson & Ruby Ruiz “Teams are going to 
key on them at this level and they have to know that & work through it. At times they struggled 
but never mentally checked out and that's huge for them.” 
 
Lauryn Patterson recorded 15 kills and 9 digs Saturday evening in the win and talked about this 
team's season so far. “We're really excited to get the opportunity to move on and face 
Bakersfield. We've worked super hard this season and I can't wait to see what we can do on 
Tuesday.”  
 
About dropping the second set Patterson remarked “Our defense and covering had to be better 
and faster to the ball. We know what we have to do but just were not executing in set two.” 
 
As a freshman I asked Patterson about this record breaking season and she remarked “It's an 
amazing feeling to know that you changed a program. This journey started on June 6 and all 
throughout the summer we worked so hard to accomplish what we have so far and we know our 
potential & how hard we can work. We know we're able to compete with the state's elite and that 
sets the tone for future teams here.”  
 
Eagle Notables:  
 
Saturday's win was the first for MSJC volleyball in CCCAA postseason competition in the 
school's second appearance. Their previous appearance was in 2015 where they traveled to Mt. 
Sac and were swept in a little more than an hour.  
 
Lauryn Patterson>>15 kills & 9 digs  
Ruby Ruiz>>12 kills & 15 digs 
Cynthia Arango>>20 digs & 3 aces  
Lannie Maffucci>>24 assists & 2 aces  
Ariana Velasquez>>19 assists, 14 digs & 2 aces.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


