
CIF-SS Division 5 Volleyball Championship Preview:  
 

By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
It's volleyball championship Saturday across the CIF-SS and in division 5 we have two Inland 
Sports area teams remaining in #1 Ontario Christian & #3 Paloma Valley. I had a chance to 
speak with both sides on Thursday and here are the highlights of my conversations with 
everyone.  
 
Below you will find all the relevant information for Saturday's CIF-SS division 5 girls volleyball 
championship match:  
Date: Saturday, November 3, 2018 
Site: Paloma Valley High School  
Address: 31375 Bradley Rd Menifee, CA 92584  
Time: 6pm  
Tickets: Adults & Students without ID-$12, Students with ID & Kids 5 thru 13-$5 (Note this is a 
cash only site) 
Broadcast Partner: The NFHS Network owns rights for this matchup. A day pass is $9.95 and 
the network website is www.nfhsnetwork.com/associations/cifss  
Driving Directions:  
From the North there are two options- 15 S, exit Railroad Canyon Rd and turn left, Railroad 
Canyon Rd turns into Newport Road, Turn right onto Bradley Rd, School is on the right also 60 
E, 215 S, Exit Newport Rd and turn right, Turn left onto Bradley Rd, School is on the right  
From the South: 15 N, 215 N, Exit Newport Rd and turn left, Turn left on Bradley Rd, School is 
on the right or 15 N, Exit Railroad Canyon Rd and turn right, Railroad Canyon Rd becomes 
Newport Rd, Turn Right onto Bradley Road, School is on the right 
Nearby Restaurants:  
1.Newport Plaza (Intersection of Newport and Bradley): Giovanni's (Italian), Venus Burgers, 
Carnitas Express, and Pitstop Pub  
 
2.Menifee Countryside Marketplace (Intersection of Newport and Hahn): BJ's, Breakfast Club of 
Menifee (note closes at 2pm), Baskin Robbins, Chipotle, Dog Haus, Everbowl, Hana Sushi, In & 
Out, Miguel's Jr, New York's Upper Crust Pizza, Panda Express, Panera Bread, Red Robin, 
Starbucks, Wingstop, Whimsical Frozen Yogurt and Gelato, Starbucks  
 
3. On the right side of the Newport and Hahn intersection: Applebee's, Flame Broiler, Yellow 
Basket, Texas Roadhouse 
 

Team Profile: Ontario Christian Lady Knights 
 

Head Coach-Paige Liebhart (10th Season career record of 163-94)  
2018 Record: 33-2 Overall, 14-0 Ambassador League Champions 

http://www.nfhsnetwork.com/associations/cifss


Divisional Seed: 1  
Road to the Final: Rd 1- Def Sultana/Hesperia 3-0, Rd 2-Def Schurr/Pasadena 3-0, 
Quarterfinals-Def Pacifica/Garden Grove 3-0, Semifinals-Def St.Anthony/Long Beach 3-2  
Players to Watch: Annaka Jorgenson (SR/OH) 4.5 kills per set (408 kills/91 sets played) at a 
.350% hitting percentage, 72 service aces, 219 digs; Jenna Holmes (JR/OH) 3.0 kills per set 
(205 kills/69 sets) at a .305% hitting percentage, 198 digs, 31 aces; Selena Balderas (JR/L) 351 
digs & 33 aces  
 
Annaka Jorgenson, Jenna Holmes, and Peyton Tazelaar took some time for a conversation via 
FaceTime prior to Thursday's practice. Here are some of the highlights of that conversation. 
 
1.When the final kill dropped against St. Anthony's on Saturday in Long Beach how long did it 
take to sink in that you would be on one of eighteen teams playing for a title on Saturday?  
 
PT: Those last couple of points I knew we were close to getting an opportunity to play for a title 
on Saturday. When that final point hit the floor I was just so overcome with emotion at the fact 
that we'll finally get our shot at playing in a final.  
 
AJ: For me it hit pretty quickly that we had finally accomplished a long held goal of ours to play 
on Championship Saturday. You can see the excitement in just how quickly our bench emptied 
and celebrated Saturday's win.  
 
2.The last two years you guys (Annaka & Peyton at OC while Jenna was at Upland Christian 
Academy) reached the semi finals and lost but advanced into CIF-State postseason play. 
Describe what the emotions were like in that post game huddle before heading for home.  
 
JH: We were all just so excited about that match against St. Anthony and I felt the same release 
as everyone else here despite being new to the program because we were trying to get over the 
same hump at my previous school.  
 
3.How different is it playing for titles in HS vs club? 
 
AJ: They're very different. Winning a CIF-SS title would be more of a community win than 
anything we've accomplished in club. So many people have helped us to reach this point that 
we would get to share this moment (a CIF-SS final) with as opposed to club where it would just 
be our teammates and families.  
 
JH: I think there's two big differences between the two. One-the CIF-SS and state playoffs are 
conducted over about a month's period. In club you're playing everything in a two, three, or four 
day span and surrounded by teammates and parents. Two-while playing in High School there's 
more of a buildup at school during the course of our run than in club. 
 



4. Describe what the week has been like for you. Does it feel any different than a regular week 
during the HS season with a championship on the line Saturday night?  
 
PT: As much as we may want it to be Saturday realistically we do need the practice time. 
Around our campus excitement is in the air over our shot to win a title. People are telling us 
good luck and they'll be there. I can't wait to go thru it all.  
 
AJ: I'm definitely feeling a little bit of “Can it be Saturday already?” as the week has gone on. It 
was nice to get Wednesday off to decompress and then hit the ground running this evening.  
 

Coaches Corner: Paige Liebhart 
 

1.You played in this match while a player at Western Christian in 2004. What do you remember 
about that day & what have you shared about your finals experience with this team?  
 
PL: It was an unforgettable experience to get to play on that stage. As a girl coming up thru the 
ranks it's definitely a match you aspire to play in. I haven't shared a lot of my experience from 14 
years ago except to remind them that nerves and excitement are natural to feel. It's so much 
different now anyway with social media not to mention live broadcasts of matches which are 
both great ways to grow and promote the game.  
 
2.Does it feel different to make it as a coach vs a player?  
 
PL: Definitely, as a player you just get out there and play. As a coach you not only worry about 
the logistics of this week but are constantly wondering about how good a job we did getting 
them ready. 
 
3. How long did you give yourself to enjoy Saturday's semifinal win before turning focus towards 
Paloma Valley?  
 
PL: During Monday's practice we took a bit of time to celebrate reaching the finals before 
preparing for Paloma Valley.  
 
4.What's the last thing you'll say to them in the locker room before taking the floor for warm up?  
 
PL: Have fun out there and play the same game we've been playing all year.  
 
5.In 4 out of 5 years an Ambassador League team has been around on the final weekend of 
sectional play. What does that say about the quality of play in this league?  
 
PL: I'm super proud of our league for its recent success. There are talented players and 
coaches across it and we're definitely played for postseason for having played in it.  
 



Paloma Valley Wildcats: 
 

Head Coach: Stephen Kaas (13th year overall & 9th of current stint>Career Record 216-133-10 
(153-84-4 on current stint)  
Overall Record: 26-6 Overall, 8-0 Ivy League Champions  
Divisional Seed: 3 
Road to the Finals: Rd 1. Def Tustin 3-0, Rd 2. Def Diamond Ranch 3-0, Quarterfinals. Def 
Aquinas 3-0, Semifinal. Def Viewpoint 3-1 
Players to Watch: Olivia Karwin (SO/S) 947 assists, 148 digs, 53 aces; Gabby Hollins (JR/OH) 
3.2 kills per set (302 kills/94 sets) & a hitting percentage of .207%, 38 aces, 196 digs; Channa 
Hart (SR/MH) 2.3 kills per set (196 kills/87 sets) & a hitting percentage of .369%; Madison 
Anderson (SR/OPP) 2.2 kills per set (190 kills/87 sets) & a hitting percentage of .221%, 32 
aces, 104 digs; Melanie Maclin (SR/MH) 2.0 kills per set (180 kills/88 sets) & a hitting 
percentage of .380%, 61 total blocks; Jayde Shelton (JR/OPP) 2.0 kills per set (185 kills/92 
sets) & a hitting percentage of .242%, 52 total blocks, Kayla Thompson 277 digs & 52 aces  
 
Channa Hart, Madison Anderson, and Jayde Shelton took a few minutes to speak with us during 
Thursday's practice.  
 
1.When you earned that final point at Viewpoint in the semis how long did it take to sink in that 
you'll be one of eighteen teams playing on Saturday for a division title?  
 
JS: It took me a good 10-15 minutes to register that not only we had won but get to play this 
week at home for the championship. 
 
CH: It didn't register for me until Monday's practice. I started screaming and running around all 
excited this week and it was funny to see everyone's faces.  
 
2.What has this week been like for you? Is there a feeling of “Saturday can't get here fast 
enough?” 
 
JS: I really do want Saturday to get here but on the other hand we need these days of practice 
to get ready. We're relishing this experience. 
 
MA: We're definitely really excited and counting down to it.  
 
3.Getting to play on title weekend is special no matter where you get to play that match. How 
much more special does it make things to get your shot at a championship playing a true home 
match?  
 
MA: Just the fact that our fans can stay locally and see us get our shot at a title instead of taking 
another two hour or so road trip to Cerritos means so much. We love playing at home and our 
home crowd. 



 
CH: It's astounding and crazy to think we get to play this match in front of our home crowd 
instead of going two hours up the road.  
 
4.Does anything you've played in during club season prepare you for the experience of playing 
in a CIF-SS title?  
 
MA: I think everything in club prepares you for this opportunity  
 
CH: Both teach you to win and make you competitive which really helps on both sides.  
 

Coaches Corner: Stephen Kaas 
 

1.What has this week been like for you as the head coach of a team who gets to host a final?  
 
SK: Ï have school administrators, my athletic director and other teachers wanting to help with 
the game prep so it's been pretty easy. During the regular year it's the girls and I putting up 
everything. 
 
2.What was your travel day like on Saturday because Menifee to Calabasas and back with a win 
is a pretty lengthy travel day?  
 
SK: We met for the bus at 2pm and fought traffic the entire way up arriving about a half an hour 
later than I ideally would've wanted to.  
 
3.What's the last thing you'll say to them leaving the locker room on Saturday afternoon.? 
 
SK: We'll talk about the kind of pride that makes people feel gratitude for life and the situation 
they have to go live right now. We're going to make sure we show how thankful for this 
opportunity by giving our best effort and letting things fall wherever they may.  
 
4. How much time did you give yourself to enjoy Saturday before focusing on Ontario Christian? 
 
SK: Not a whole lot. There was a highlight package from St. Anthony's up in relatively short 
order so we started watching those on our way back.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


