
New Kids on the Block making their mark with win over defending champion Bakersfield: 
 

California Baptist University:         25-25-25-17-15=3 (13-5 Overall, 4-2 WAC) 
Cal State University/Bakersfield: 27-17-17-25-12=2 (10-6 Overall, 3-1 WAC) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
When the California Baptist University women's volleyball team arrived at venerable Van Dyne 
Gymnasium for Saturday's match against Cal State Bakersfield they knew a huge opportunity 
awaited them. With Lancers volleyball ineligible for NCAA tournament postseason play while 
making the transition to full Division 1 membership their immediate goal is to finish on top in 
Western Athletic Conference play. At 3:17pm on Saturday the Lancers moved within a match of 
first place (tie including UTRGV, UMKC, and CSUB) with a 5 set victory (25-27, 25-17, 25-17, 
21-25, 15-12) in front of an announced crowd of 479.  
 
In set 1 Cal State Bakersfield took an early lead at 9-4 off an ace from Leisa Elisaia and kill from 
Milica Vukobrat prompting a Lancers timeout. Two kills from Tesa Oaks, one from Megan 
Sester, and a ace from Cassidy Dennison made it 9-8 before a Vukobrat kill ended the run with 
CBU trailing 10-8. Kills from Oaks and Sester gave the Lancers a lead at 18-15 before the 
Roadrunners mounted a response. Two kills from Emily Hansen plus a Vukobrat ace tied it back 
up at 18. California Baptist University’s final lead of regulation came at 23-22 off another kill 
from Sester. Kills from Brooke Boiseau & Briannah Mariner put the Roadrunners on set point at 
24-23. Sydney Marks and Sester recorded kills at 24-23 and 25-24 to save set points before 
Vukobrat recorded the final two points on a kill and ace. 
 
California Baptist University took a lead of 11-3 in set 2 off three kills from Sester along with 
single kills each from Oaks, Jedrzejczak, and Summer Avery with the latter two also involved in 
a combo block. A subsequent kill from Oaks along with back to back aces from Natalie 
Zimmerer put the Lancers up 18-9 and the set ended on an Cal State Bakersfield attack error 
from Emily Hanson at 25-17.  
 
Coming out of intermission the Lancers were able to sustain momentum taking an early 12-7 
lead and forcing a Roadrunners timeout. Oaks had 4 kills and Sester 1 while Elizabeth Gilley 
also recorded an ace. The Lancers block also got involved as at 2-1 (Jedrzejczak & Avery) and 
7-5 (Zimmerer & Marks) they rejected Roadrunner attack attempts and returned them to the 
floor. Off 2 kills from Sester & another 2 from Marks (both off Roadrunner overpasses) the 
Lancers lead reached 20-11. Avery ended the set with a kill at 25-17.  
 
Cal State Bakersfield came out of the gates on fire to start set four with a 6-0 run. Ally Barber 
had 2 kills and Mariner 1 while Vukobrat also recorded a kill and ace in that push. Trailing 10-5 
the Lancers closed to within two at 10-8 off a kill each from Oaks, Marks, and Jedrzejczak 
before a Barber kill restored Cal State Bakersfield’s lead to three points at 11-8. It was 23-15 



Roadrunners when California Baptist University recorded six of the final eight points to fall 
25-21. In that stretch Oaks recorded 3 kills while Sester, Marks, and Jedrzejczak each had a kill 
also. A Vukobrat kill ended the rally and sent us to the fifteen point tiebreaker.  
 
Going into Saturday's match CBU was perfect in five set matches at 3-0. After the Roadrunners 
took an early lead at 2-0 off kills from Mariner and Barber consecutive Lancers combination 
blocks (Jedrzejczak/Avery & Jedrzejczak/Sester) tied things up at 2. From there two kills from 
Sester, one from Zimmerer, and a couple Roadrunners errors (Ball Handling & attack) took us to 
the side change with CBU up 8-4. California Baptist University’s lead eventually reached 13-7 
off kills from Oaks, Marks, and Sester in addition to another Gilley ace & a combination block by 
Jedrzejczak/Zimmerer. A Vukobrat attack error ended the match along with making sure there 
were no more undefeated squads in conference play.  
 
Lancers coach Branden Higa talked about how impressive the service games from both teams 
were saying “That was the story of this match...Down the stretch we were able to get them into a 
worse spot before their better servers rotated to the line.” 
 
When asked about where his side was at so far in the campaign Higa remarked “I'm happy with 
where we're at. The WAC is a really tough conference this year (currently 11th nationally by 
RPI). There's not going to be a pushover. We get the chance to be our very best every night and 
that's demanded from our opponents. As an athlete and program that's the dream scenario.” 
 
Lancers setter Natalie Zimmerer guided the offense to a team .311% hitting percentage 
distributing 60 assists while adding 11 digs and 2 aces. When asked about the offense’s 
success on Saturday the junior remarked “Our passing was really on point so we were able to 
mix up the offense quite a bit and get several hitters to double digit kills.”  
 
When asked about their positioning in the WAC standings she went on and remarked “It sounds 
great. Everyone expected us to be at the bottom so it's nice to surprise everyone we play 
because they don't know what's coming.”  
 
Sydney Marks recorded 13 kills along with a .458% hitting percentage on Saturday afternoon. 
When asked what the toughest part about playing Cal State Bakersfield was she remarked 
“They're a super high energy team and when they get the momentum they roll with it. When we 
got thru to them we had to keep pushing and keep our momentum because they can make runs 
of their own.”  
 
Down 23-15 CBU won six of the final eight points to fall 25-21 in set 4. When I asked Marks 
about how important that late push was she said “That was huge. We were down but just being 
able to pick ourselves back up and make a set of it was huge going into that fifth set.”  
 
California Baptist University Notables:  
Tesa Oaks 22 kills (.373% Hitting Percentage), 19 digs, 3 blocks  



Megan Sester 17 kills (.317% Hitting Percentage), 2 blocks 
Sydney Marks 13 kills (.458% Hitting Percentage), 4 blocks 
Natalie Zimmerer 60 assists, 11 digs, 2 aces, 3 blocks  
Nicole Abreu 20 digs 
 
California State University Bakersfield Notables:  
Briannah Mariner 18 kills (.333% Hitting Percentage), 7 digs 
Milica Vukobrat 12 kills, 10 digs, 6 aces 
Sydney Wicks 40 assists & 14 digs  
Krista Hernandez 22 digs  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


