
Season of firsts continues for Lancers with first home win against D1 opponent: 
 

California Baptist University 25-19-25-25=3 (9-3 Overall, 0-0 Western Athletic Conference) 
UTEP                                   11-25-14-18=1 (3-9 Overall, 0-0 Conference USA) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
California Baptist University women’s volleyball team is making history with every point in 2018 
as they make the transition to NCAA division 1 membership. Another page of that history was 
written on Saturday night in Van Dyne Gymnasium as the Lancers recorded their first home 
victory over a division 1 opponent defeating UTEP 25-11, 19-25, 25-14, 25-18.  
 
In set 1 the Lancers never trailed on their way to a 25-11 victory. Kills by Tesa Oaks and 
Summer Avery along with an attacking error by UTEP’s Macey Austin and a combination block 
by Avery & Yagoda Jedrzejczak paced California Baptist University to a 4-0 lead. An ace from 
Cassidy Dennison stretched the lead to 10-4. Then a Megan Sester kill put CBU into the red 
zone ahead 20-10 and consecutive Miners attacking errors from there ended the set. 
 
Back to back kills from Ashley Grzebeniak put the Miners ahead 4-2 early in set 2. UTEP's lead 
reached 13-9 on consecutive attack errors from Oaks. A Mallory Yost kill put the visitors, playing 
their second match of the day after making a trip up from San Diego, up 20-15. Then Macy 
Austin’s kill at 25-18 ended the set and tied this match at one set apiece going to intermission.  
 
In set 3 UTEP led early at 4-2 off attacking errors from Dennison & Sydney Marks along with a 
service error from Natalie Zimmerer and a Miners kill from Grzebeniak. California Baptist 
University stormed back to take a lead at 8-4 behind kills from Ellie Voss, two Sester swings 
finding the floor, and Jedrzejczak. That Lancer lead reached 12-6 off two more kills from Sester 
and an ace from Elizabeth Gilley. An Oaks kill put CBU into the red zone ahead 20-10 and 
another kill from Sester ended it at 25-14.  
 
Back to back kills from Oaks plus back to back Grzebeniak attack errors and another kill from 
Voss made it 8-3 Lancers early in the 4th. California Baptist University stretched their lead to 
12-8 on consecutive kills from Sydney Marks and a subsequent kill from the sophomore made it 
20-13. An Oaks kill plus back to back kills from Sester ended the division 1 home opener in 
victory for the Lancers.  
 
As the new kids on division one’s proverbial block Lancers coach Branden Higa knew his ladies 
were going to have to travel well to succeed early. Early season trips were nothing new as 
CBU’s division 2 seasons often started away from home. When asked what he hoped his squad 
got out of the early season trips Higa remarked “Really the only thing I hoped for was to rack up 
some division one experience and to see if we could compete at this level. We found out quite 
quickly that this program is capable of just that.” 



 
Volleyball is a sport of adjustments just like any other and when I asked the Lancers skipper 
about the dropped second set he remarked “They (UTEP) got their offense going. They were 
able to pass a little bit better. We had a serving plan of who we were going to target and in set 
one that worked quite well. In the second that player stepped up and kept them in system a bit 
more and we had trouble dealing with some of their offense. We were able to adjust nicely in 
sets three and four which was great to see.”  
 
Sophomore outside hitter Tesa Oaks (Woodcrest Christian) ,who holds the area's career kills 
record for high school players at 1,913, registered 15 kills at a nearly .300% percentage and 
took some time for us afterwards. I asked Oaks about how much this group was looking forward 
to playing in Van Dyne after spending nearly a month on the road and she remarked “We’ve 
been looking forward to this homestand a long time preparing in practice so we were definitely 
ready.”  
 
Subsequently I asked her about the keys offensively to success and Oaks said “I'd say just 
mixing up shots. In the second set they figured out our hitting so we had to make some changes 
and diversify our offense.”  
 
Freshman Megan Sester added 10 more kills for the Lancers on Saturday evening and also 
joined us for a chat. About the transition to college volleyball she remarked “I'd have to say it's 
way more strategic than club or high school. It's definitely faster paced but you just go out there 
and work as a team and do your thing just like at any other level.”  
 
I also asked about how the Lancers spent their downtime at their opening tournaments and she 
said “Our coach likes taking us to various historical sites. For example while in Mississippi we 
got to see the jail that Johnny Cash was held in. They just look out for things that are fun and 
interactive.”  
 
CBU continues this four game homestand on Thursday with New Mexico State coming out to 
Van Dyne for the Lancers home WAC debut. First serve is set for 7pm.  
 
California Baptist University notables: 
Tesa Oaks (15 kills/4 errors/37 attempts .297% hitting percentage, 10 digs and a block) 
Megan Sester (10 kills) 
Natalie Zimmerer (42 assists, 8 digs, 2 blocks) 
Nicole Abreu (42 digs)  
 
UTEP notables: 
Macy Austin (13 kills) 
Kristen Fritsche (37 assists)  
Brianna Bustillos (22 digs) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


