
Nighthawks sweep their way to victory in Monday Matinee: 
 

Murrieta Valley 25-25-29=3 (9-5 Overall & 1-0 Southwestern League) 
Chaparral 22-23-27=0 (9-4 Overall & 0-1 Southwestern League) 
 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
In the race for a Southwestern League girls volleyball title sweeps are few and far between. 
Every point and set is fought for with the highest intensity level so even a sweep is hard fought 
and well earned. That's what makes the league among our area’s best. Monday afternoon it was 
Murrieta Valley’s girls volleyball team who earned a sweep of Chaparral in the league opener for 
both sides by scores of 25-22, 25-23, 29-27. 
 
Murrieta Valley had to fight back from multiple four and even five point deficits in set 1. Julia 
Haynie got the Pumas off to a quick 5-1 lead behind two kills and an ace. The lead reached five 
points at 7-2 off a kill from Allison Selway before Nighthawks coach Ann Romero-Parks called 
timeout. After a combination block between Elizabeth Johnson & Haynie gave Chaparral a 
19-17 lead the Nighthawks ran off three straight points on an ace from Kimberly DeBoer and 
Rachael Yelenich kill after a sideout to take a 20-19 lead. At that point Chaparral coach Gale 
Johnson grabbed a timeout looking to stem the tide and regroup. A kill from Haynie right out of 
the timeout tied it at 20. After an attack error from Morgan Johnson gave the visitors a lead at 
21-20 her kill on the next swing tied it at 21. An attack error from Selway gave the Nighthawks a 
lead at 23-22. Then Murrieta Valley finished the comeback behind a kill from Anna Holman and 
ace from Miya Carmichael.  
 
It was the Nighthawks getting off to a quick early start leading 7-5 at the first timeout by 
Chaparral. In that initial push Kaitlin Arias recorded an ace, Holman added three kills, while 
Yelenich and Kimberly DeBoer each added one. An ace from Cassandra Orozco made it 13-9 
Murrieta Valley at the set’s midpoint. Kills from Haynie and Elizabeth Johnson along with two 
Nighthawks attacking errors tied the set at 13. Two more kills from Haynie plus a kill each from 
Morgan and Elizabeth Johnson put Chaparral up 17-15. An ace from Holman made it 22-19 
Nighthawks and consecutive errors from Chaparral ended the set at 25-23.  
 
Yelenich and Holman had back to back kills giving Murrieta Valley a early lead at 9-4 in the third 
set. Down 20-16 Chaparral recorded a 5-1 run to close the gap to 21-20 behind a kill from 
Selway, combination block from Haynie and Elizabeth Johnson who also had a kill, and Morgan 
Johnson’s kill. Two consecutive kills from Yelenich gave the Nighthawks points 23 & 24 putting 
them on the edge of victory ahead 24-22. The Pumas did not go down quietly as Morgan 
Johnson put two straight swings away tying it at 24. Brianna DeBoer recorded the final two kills 
at 27-26 and 29-27 for Murrieta Valley.  
 



Nighthawks coach Ann Romero-Parks spoke after the win “For us we just wanted to come out 
and play good volleyball. Playing on a Monday with no practice we did just that passing well, 
playing good defense and swinging high. We will take any win in this league and especially 
when it's not a four or five set encounter.”  
 
After a recent stretch of ten matches in four days today’s matchup will be the only one for 
Murrieta Valley this week as their scheduled contest with Temecula Valley got moved to 9/24. 
Going into the break Romero-Parks remarked about her team’s start “It's huge for our girls. 
They've put in a grueling preseason and to see their hard work pay off tonight was great to see.” 
 
Rachael Yelenich also stopped by after the win. She remarked about their start “We knew it was 
kind of a slow start but we also knew that their offense was not going to beat our defense so we 
just had to be calm and go for it.”  
 
About the lift that their set one comeback provided she remarked “Momentum is huge. You want 
to end the set with the most energy and that comeback propelled us in the right direction.”  
 
With a few days away from the grind I asked the junior about how important it was to get this 
win going into a week off before the rescheduled Hemet match and she remarked “Super 
important to start off league strong. We’re looking to go undefeated & get that league title. This 
was a great step on that road.”  
 
Next Match: 
Murrieta Valley @ Hemet Mon 9/17 430pm 
Yucaipa @ Murrieta Valley Mon 9/17 430pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


