
Tale of two matches as Broncos prevail in opener: 
 

Vista Murrieta 25-26-21-15-15=3 (Overall 1-0, Southwestern League 1-0) 
Great Oak      23-24-25-25-8=2 (Overall 6-2, Southwestern League 0-1) 

 
By: Derryl Trujillo  
Inland Sports Senior Writer  
 
On Wednesday afternoon two Southwestern League heavyweights in Great Oak (Div 1&2 #3) 
and Vista Murrieta (Div 1&2 #14) met for a league opener (and season opener for the Broncos) 
at Bronco Arena. Despite a gutsy Great Oak comeback which saw the Wolfpack force a fifth set 
coming from two sets down Vista Murrieta prevailed 3-2 by scores of 25-23, 26-24, 21-25, 
15-25, 15-8.  
 
In set one neither team led by more than three points. A Marlee Nunley kill put Vista Murrieta up 
22-19 forcing a Wolfpack timeout. Back to back kills by Jayde Harris ended the opening stanza 
25-23 in favor of the Broncos. Harris recorded twelve of her sixteen kills in the opening two sets.  
 
It took extra points to decide a winner in set two which also went to the Broncos. Trailing 8-5 
Vista Murrieta went on an 8-1 run which included three kills from Harris along with three straight 
aces sandwiched around a Great Oak timeout from Molly Wilson to take a 13-9 lead. Back to 
back kills from Katrina Jensen brought Great Oak to within two points of the Broncos at 22-20. 
The Wolfpack had a set point off a kill from Maddie Wendel making it 24-23 but Vista Murrieta 
won three straight points to prevail 26-24 and take a 2-0 lead.  
 
The Wolfpack took set three 25-21. A kill from Nunley at 14-8 forced Great Oak coach Mark 
Motluck to call a timeout. Out of that time out the Wolfpack fought back going on a 6-0 run 
punctuated by a kill from Jensen to tie the set at 14. Back to back aces from Ellyn Brown put the 
Broncos up 19-15. A 7-1 spurt from the Wolfpack ended by a combo block by Kendra Nock & 
Grace Talpash made it 22-20 and Great Oak won three of the final four points to force a fourth 
off an attack error from Nunley.  
 
In the fourth it was all Great Oak as a kill from Summer Ellis gave the Wolfpack a 14-8 lead. An 
subsequent ace from Ellis made it 19-13 Wolfpack. Nock’s kill at 21-13 forced a Bronco timeout 
and a huge solo block from Khoshatefeh ended it at 25-15 sending us to the 15 point tiebreaker.  
 
Six Great Oak attacking errors (including three straight to give Vista Murrieta a 5-1 lead) in the 
deciding set ultimately proved to be the Wolfpack’s downfall. Two kills from Tiffany 
Pedersen-Henry gave Vista Murrieta leads at 11-5 and 13-7. A kill from Nunley forced match 
point at 14-7 and the Broncos finished it on their second match point.  
 
Broncos coach Ed Taitano said of Great Oak’s comeback “They served us a bit tougher and got 
us out of system making it difficult to run the middle. Also as Great Oak found their footing 



offensively we got sluggish in sets three and four which was a tough combination to work thru.” 
All things being equal the second year head coach was happy with what he saw remarking “We 
did a great job for not playing as many matches as everyone else. However there's still a lot of 
room for improvement and we have some really good pieces to improve with.”  
 
Vista Murrieta senior outside hitter Jayde Harris also talked about the opening night victory. 
When asked about how weird it might have been to start with a league opponent she remarked 
“We thought it was going to be a really great match to start with as Great Oak always provides 
an excellent test and we had a great home crowd pushing us to the victory.” With twelve kills in 
the first two sets I asked Harris about what was working early for her and she said “We run a 
really fast offense which gave them some difficulty early but they adjusted and so did we.”  
 
Great Oak head coach Mark Motluck lamented missed opportunities saying “I think we 
controlled what happened on the court today but in key situations we just missed. We’re not the 
perfect team but they know what their potential is and we'll just keep working to get there. Even 
if we had won in a sweep there's always something to work on.”  
 
For Vista Murrieta: 
Marlee Nunley 10 kills & 15 assists 
Tiffany Pedersen-Henry 17 kills 
Jayde Harris 16 kills 
Molly Wilson 36 assists 
 
Both Great Oak and Vista Murrieta will be in the Dave Mohs Tournament this weekend: 
 
Vista Murrieta’s pool play opponents include: Jserra & Corona del Mar 
Great Oak’s pool play opponents include: Beckman & Liberty  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 


