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Going into Wednesday's game against Murrieta Valley at the Diamond there had not been a lot 
of positive for the Great Oak baseball team. The Wolfpack had lost six of their last seven and 
seen then coach Chris Dress resign on 4/23. Pitching Coach Ed Michalkiewicz was named 
interim coach and is tasked with finishing out the season. He earned his second win guiding the 
Wolfpack with Wednesday's 8-0 shutout of Murrieta Valley. With a game remaining Friday 
against Murrieta Valley and two with Vista Murrieta next week opportunities exist to make a 
mark in the playoff chase.  
 
Corey Sanchez led off the game with a walk from Wolfpack starter Cameron Mabee. Dylan 
Morace then singled and created a runners on first and second base situation with one out. 
Mabee induced a pop up and groundout to end the inning. Great Oak struck for one run in their 
half of the first off two Nighthawk errors against consecutive batters. Zach Arnold and Jacob 
Fisher reached base on those errors. With two outs Josh Paino singled to score Arnold but 
Peyton Maple grounded out to end the inning.  
 
Mabee had two strikeouts and a groundout against the Nighthawks in their half of the second. 
Great Oak struck for three runs in the bottom of the second and took a 4-0 lead after two 
innings. Ethan Wayer led off with a single. Alec Valenzuela then doubled giving the Wolfpack 
runners on 1st and 2nd with no outs. Luke Jepsen hit a two run single and took second on an 
error scoring both Wayer and Valenzuela. Arnold would walk and then be sacrificed to second 
base. A groundout from Alex Householder scored Jepsen and another groundout from Mabee 
ended the frame.  
 
Both sides were retired in order during the third inning. Murrieta Valley on a strikeout, 
groundout, and lineout and the Wolfpack on two strikeouts & a flyout.  
 
Great Oak added two more runs in their half of the fourth. After a strikeout from Valenzuela to 
lead off the inning Jepsen singled and was brought home by Arnold with an RBI triple. A Jacob 
Fisher bunt scored Arnold. With two outs Alex Householder reached on a double but was 
stranded as Mabee struck out. The Wolfpack lead was 6-0 after four innings of play.  
 
Murrieta Valley gave themselves another great scoring chance in the fifth. Ryan Mowad led off 
with a single and Michael Bennin walked to give the Nighthawks runners on first and second 
with no one out. Issac Rodriguez popped out and Mabee got Sanchez to ground into a double 
play ending the inning. Great Oak scored one more in their part of the fifth on a double from 
Peyton Maple which scored Paino who reached on a walk.  
 



The Wolfpack would get one more run in their half of the sixth. Arnold hit a leadoff single and 
was scored by Mabee with two outs on another single.  
 
I spoke with Cameron Mabee ,the Wolfpack starting pitcher, who recorded 5 K’s, 2 walks, and 
scattered three hits in a complete game. “I really just trusted my defense behind me. I knew if 
they made contact we'd come up with it.” About this season he remarked “It really just shows 
that we’re a team who doesn't give up. We’ve grinded for our wins. It proves we’re brothers who 
stick together.”  
 
Interim Head Coach Ed Michalkiewicz also chatted after Wednesday's game. About taking over 
as the head coach he remarked “It was a matter of regrouping, hitting the reset button, and 
playing fundamental baseball. We’re playing great baseball right now and it'll be fun to watch.” I 
asked the Wolfpack skipper about what goals he has for the next week and a half and he 
remarked “Our goal right now is to survive every day. In a game it's one pitch, one out, one 
inning at a time.” When asked to assess Cameron Mabee’s day on the hill he said “Cameron 
was dominant today and has been all year. He's just getting stronger and stronger & throws 
strikes. Today was a great performance.”  
 
 


