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Murrieta Mesa’s baseball team has been competitive despite a 2-8 league record going into 
Wednesday night's game against Chaparral at the Diamond. In the finale of a tripleheader the 
Rams used a five run third inning to take a 6-1 lead and then survived three consecutive bases 
loaded situations for a Southwestern League win.  
 
Mesa would strike for a run in the top of the first. With one out Diego Salinas had a triple. Then 
two straight Rams reached on walks in Gabriel Ponce de Leon & Riley McDonald. Cameron 
Skinner hit a sacrifice fly to center field which scored Salinas. Brant Voth grounded out to end 
the inning.  
 
The Pumas responded with a run of their own in the bottom of the second to tie the score at 
one. Tyler Todd reached base on a one out single. Then Hayden Johns reached on an error. 
Adrian Williams singled to load the bases with two outs. Niko Diaz was hit by a pitch scoring 
Todd. Trevor Hinkel struck out to end the threat and we were tied at one after two innings.  
 
Murrieta Mesa did their damage in the third inning with five runs to take a 6-1 lead. Kevin 
Gameros was hit by a pitch to lead off the inning. Ponce de Leon and Anthony Salcedo reached 
on consecutive walks. Riley McDonald and Skinner had consecutive RBI singles giving the 
Rams a 2-0 lead at that point. Aaron Torres hit a bases clearing double to complete the Rams 
scoring and give them a 6-1 lead thru 2.5 innings.  
 
In the fourth inning Chaparral would load the bases with two outs on a walk, a single from 
Williams, and Diaz getting hit by a pitch. Hinkel would strikeout to end the inning.  
 
With one out in the fifth Chaparral loaded the bases on a triple from Jonathon Combs, Dylan 
McKay’s hit by a pitch, and a walk from Tyler Todd. Hayden Johns flied out and a Puma runner 
was called out on appeal for leaving early on the tag up attempt. This was a call which made 
Puma coach Brian Brown quite unhappy with the umpiring crew.  
 
In the Pumas sixth three consecutive walks would set the stage for Trevor Walters who 
grounded out to end the inning.  
 
Rams coach JP Raineri chatted after the win. When asked about his team's Harry Houdini like 
ability to get out of bases loaded jams in the middle innings he remarked “I think the biggest 
thing for us is just overcoming the adversity of how we started the season. It's getting the guys 
to believe they can compete. I say it all the time that it's a dogfight in the Southwestern League. 
We’re never really surprised by the things they do and it almost comes naturally sometimes.” I 
asked the Rams skipper where they have to grow to get back to the top and he remarked 
“There's so many different factors when you talk about high school baseball. Our biggest 



problem is the ability to situationally hit. I told them they're going to get hot at the right time and 
that time is now.”  
 
Senior Aaron Torres also stopped by for a chat as the Rams were clearing the field. About the 
bases clearing double he said “We’ve all been working hard this season. It's take some time but 
we’re going to finish on a high note.” With likely needing four straight wins to get in he said 
“We're taking it game by game. Everyone’s buying in and we’re going to fight for it these next 
few games.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 


