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For Temecula Valley’s senior class Friday afternoon’s Division 3 CIF-SS first round baseball 
game against Valley View was their first postseason appearance as a group. In mid may every 
little mistake can be the difference between moving on or turning your gear in. Valley View got 
an unearned run to go ahead 1-0 after an inning and a half off two Golden Bears errors but fell 
6-2 to Temecula Valley Friday afternoon before a capacity crowd in Temecula.  
 
Ethan Clough started for Temecula Valley and found trouble in inning two after an uneventful 
first where he had two strikeouts and a line out to retire the side. Jeremy Knutzen reached base 
via a walk and Joe Rangel got on with an error giving the Eagles runners on first and second 
with no one out. With one out Kaleb Knox hit a ball to shortstop which was misplayed allowing 
him to get on base and Knutzen to score giving Valley View a 1-0 lead. A groundout by Jordan 
Castro and strikeout by Johnny Ramirez kept the deficit at one run for Temecula Valley as 
Clough navigated his way out of the jam.  
 
Temecula Valley got that run back in the bottom of the second. Cole Urman had a one out 
single and Chris Burke reached base on an error in consecutive at-bats. A bunt single from 
Gant Rayfield filled the bases with Golden Bears. Andrew Torres had an RBI fielder's choice to 
tie the game at one run each and Devon Hawks flew out to end the threat.  
 
In the Golden Bears third inning Gabe Alvarez was hit by a pitch which brought out Valley View 
skipper Todd Beltran to question the home plate umpire momentarily. He advanced to third 
base and was scored on a balk called against Eagles starting pitcher Korey Shepard. After a 
single from Noah Ruden the inning ended on a groundout from Urman giving Temecula Valley a 
2-1 lead.  
 
Flash forward to the Valley View fourth inning. Knox led off with a single and Castro struck out 
to start the frame. It would end on the next batter as Johnny Ramirez struck out and Knox was 
thrown out in the same sequence. In the Golden Bears fourth Torres reached on an error with 
two outs and was scored by Hawks who hit an RBI triple making it 3-1. Alvarez grounded out to 
finish the frame.  
 
With one out in the Eagles fifth inning Dominic Martinez had a double and advanced to third 
base off a wild pitch. Anthony McFarland had an RBI single but was thrown out in a rundown. 
Knutzen drew a one out walk from Clough who was lifted for Max Rangel after four and two 
thirds innings. Rangel’s first batter was Joe Rangel who flew out to right field. After four and a 
half innings the Eagles trailed 3-2.  
 



Golden Bears hitters struck for two more runs in the bottom of the fifth inning. Max Rangel led 
off with a single and was followed by Blake Dickerson’s double giving Temecula Valley two 
runners on and no outs. Ruden came thru in a big spot with an 2 RBI single stretching the lead 
to 5-2. At that point Valley View’s coaching staff elected to make a pitching change and bring in 
Spencer Bengard who retired the next three batters on two groundouts and a flyout.  
 
Temecula Valley got one more run for good measure in their half of the sixth. With one out 
Alvarez reached base on an infield single and stole second base. Hawks got on with a bunt 
single putting runners on first and third for the Golden Bears with only one out. Clough had an 
RBI sacrifice fly scoring Alvarez. With two outs Dickerson singled and stole a base. Ruden was 
intentionally walked setting the stage for Urman who grounded out to end the threat.  
 
Against Golden Bears closer Carson Frazier in their seventh inning the Eagles got a leadoff 
walk from Ramirez and a two out hit by a pitch to McFarland before Knutzen grounded out to 
end the game.  
 
Golden Bears skipper Darric Merrell spoke after his postgame team meeting. When asked what 
his offense’s keys to success were in their maiden playoff voyage he remarked “We just stuck 
with ourselves. We were able to see the ball early out of his hand and identify pitches which is 
huge.” Two errors in the same inning (2nd) which led to an unearned run might concern some 
coaches but not Merrell. He remarked “Our pitching and defense have picked us up all year. 
Nerves in the first & second inning of a postseason debut...I get it but they handled themselves 
unbelievably turning that late double play.”  
 
Noah Ruden also stopped by for a bit. His fifth inning two RBI single gave Temecula Valley a 
5-2 lead. About the at bat he remarked “I got a low fastball that I was able to drive up the 
middle. I've been seeing the ball really well and was happy to come thru in a key spot.” He 
remarked about the two errors “There were definitely some nerves having never been to 
postseason but we really buckled down and limited the damage to one run. Once we started to 
hit we began to settle and play it just like any other game.  
 
The Golden Bears will hit the road Tuesday for a road trip to La Salle who was a 5-0 winner 
over Charter Oak.  
 
Leading Performers: Temecula Valley  
Ruden 2-3 with 2 RBI and a walk  
Hawks 3-4 with an RBI 
Dickerson 2-4 
Clough 41/3rd Innings 7 K’s, 4 Hits, 4 BB’s allowing 2 runs  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


