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The word which comes to mind when describing Notre Dame’s 2017-2018 boys basketball 
season is redemption. A season ago the Titans were knocked out of the Division 5 CIF-State 
Southern California Regional Final by Rolling Hills Prep at their on campus facility 60-59. 
Saturday’s Southern California Regional Final against Bishop Amat at Wheelock Gym on the 
campus of Riverside City College would mark the 2nd meeting between programs in roughly 
two weeks. In their prior meeting Notre Dame won a lower scoring and slower paced game 
51-46 to clinch a Southern Section 3A title. Round two would also go to the Titans ,this time by 
a final of 69-56, Saturday evening in a much different type of matchup. Notre Dame will play on 
Saturday at 4pm against Pleasant Valley of Chico for the CIF-State Division 3 title.  
 
Bishop Amat would get off to a hot start in the first quarter and take a 10-2 lead forcing an early 
time out from Titans head coach Rob Robinson whose offense was admittedly stuck in neutral 
early. That run would cover 3:42 of quarter #1. In that timeout Robinson would say to his team 
“Shoot in the paint. Someone get the ball to the bucket even if it results in an offensive foul. 
Let's get downhill…” The Titans would respond by closing on a 13-9 spurt to close within 19-15 
after eight minutes. Masol Robbins had six points in the opening period for Notre Dame. Ismael 
Arellano also had six early points for the Lancers.  
 
Notre Dame would continue their strong close to the first quarter by starting the second on a 9-3 
run covering 3:08 seconds to take a lead at 24-22. At intermission the Titans would take a lead 
of 35-29 behind consecutive three point plays from Anton Mozga and Pierce Sterling covering 
the final 11 seconds. Sterling would have 10 of his 12 points Saturday over the opening 16 
minutes to keep Notre Dame around and ultimately propel them to the lead. Ismael Arellano 
would have 9 of his game high 28 points over the opening two quarters for Bishop Amat. 
 
Coming out of the 2nd half gate Notre Dame would go on another 9-3 run covering 3:28 and 
stretch their lead to 44-32. Arellano would have 10 of his team's 16 points in the third period to 
keep the Lancers within contact trailing 52-45 after 24 minutes. Anthony Holland would get 
going after the intermission with 8 third quarter points on the way to leading his side with 17. 
When asked what his coaches said to get him going he remarked “They just told me to be 
aggressive and attack so that's what I did and how I got on track.” I also asked about what 
Holland’s favorite part of the trip to Sacramento would be and he said “I get to play on an NBA 
floor (The Golden1 Center). It's always been a dream of mine and now I get to do it.” 
 
I mentioned the previous meeting nearly two weeks ago at Azusa Pacific University for a CIF-SS 
Division 3A title which was won by Notre Dame 51-46. Both offenses were held to under 40% 
shooting from the floor (combined 33/94=35.1% overall & 9/35=25.7% from 3 point range) on 
that Friday night. In the rematch both teams hit that score after 24 minutes. I asked Coach 



Robinson about the differences between games “I knew that they were going to play better and 
so would we. That was an abnormal performance for both of us...I thought both of us would 
catch a rhythm and hit some shots. Them hitting those shots early certainly woke everyone up.” 
Holland would also say about that first game “We wanted to push the ball more cause the last 
time we kind of slowed it down.”  
 
Notre Dame would attempt to pull away in the fourth but Bishop Amat would answer each time 
getting within two scores on a few occasions but unable to get closer. When that clock struck 
zeros an emotional release came over the Titans as they mobbed Masol Robbins near their 
bench. As a freshman Robbins was part of a side which struggled to a 4-21 mark overall and 
3-11 against the Ambassador League. Now as a senior he gets to participate in a state title 
game. When asked about his thoughts on Notre Dame’s run to the title game Woodcrest 
Christian head coach Eric Strano would remark via text message “I'm happy for the kids. They 
put in the work and I hope they bring home a title to Riverside.” Often when a program which 
has been historically strong falls on hard times it's a journey to get back to the top. I asked 
Coach Robinson to describe the journey back in two or three words. His choices were humbling 
and excited to describe the climb his program went on over these last several years.  
 
Another story to this game is that of the Mozga’s. Anton is a 6-5 junior shooting guard while his 
parents Chris and Fontay are the women’s basketball coaches at Mount San Jacinto College. A 
week ago in Ventura the Eagles won a CCCAA (Junior College) title defeating Merced College 
81-52. When asked about their journey to a JUCO state title Chris would remark “I think we had 
a bunch of kids who were very resilient and tough along with two of the state's best players.” I 
asked the veteran junior college coaches what was harder-coaching their team in a title game or 
watching their son in one: Fontay would remark “Definitely harder watching my son. There's no 
control when you're in the bleachers.” Chris would expand on that saying “When you're 
coaching your own team they're trained to hear your voice and you have some part in the 
outcome.” Anton would finish with 15 points and 17 rebounds. When asked what difference he 
made to this year's title run he remarked “I help with running the floor along with rebounding and 
a little athleticism.” Notre Dame assistant Rob Hairston would get on Mozga for having a few 
balls stripped by the Lancers. When I asked what the adjustment was Anton stated “I was 
dropping the ball too low. I needed to chin it and pivot after every rebound.”  
 
In defeat Bishop Amat (29-7) would get 28 points from Ismael Arellano with 19 coming after 
intermission and Jonathan Aguirre would add 10 more. The Titans would have all 5 starters in 
double figure scoring led by Anthony Holland’s 17 points (14 after the half). Anton Mozga would 
add 15 more while Dondre Bausley contributed 13 points. Pierce Sterling & Masol Robbins each 
recorded 12 points for Notre Dame (33-3) who went from the region’s #8 seed to its champion.  
 
 


