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In a game that had as many twists and turns as a Disneyland roller coaster Concordia 
University rallied from 19 points down with 2 minutes until halftime and give themselves a last 
shot but fell 63-60 to Point Loma Nazarene University in a PacWest Tournament quarterfinal at 
the CBU Events Center on Thursday.  
 
Point Loma would start the game on a 14-6 run as Grace Brady, Roya Rustamzada, and Cara 
Liggins got the Sea Lions going offensively. In their first Pac West tournament game after 
completing the transition to NCAA membership Concordia only found themselves trailing by 
three points after a quarter at 15-12. Michaela Vanderklugt, Montana Walters & Kennedy 
Fulcher combined for the Eagles 12 points.  
 
The Sea Lions behind a 23-11 2nd quarter which saw their lead reach 19 points with 2:01 to go 
till break led 38-23 at half. A free throw from Riley Friauf and three pointer from Vanderklugt 
would keep the Eagles halftime deficit manageable for first year head coach Christine Collins-
Kiernan. Point Loma would shoot 55.2% from the field and 3 of 5 (60%) from 3 point range at 
half. Concordia was held to a 25.8% (8/31) field goal percentage and 3 of 13 from three point 
territory (23.1%) at intermission. Grace Brady & Cara Liggins would each have 10 points at half 
for Point Loma while Concordia got 9 points from Montana Walters. Rustamzada and Brady 
each had two fouls at half.  
 
When facing a deficit like this the first four to six minutes of a 3rd quarter tell the story. A Riley 
Friauf jumper would bring the Eagles to within 43-35 with 4:41 to go in the 3rd quarter. The final 
13:35 of this game was played entirely within a 10 point margin after Friauf hit another shot with 
3:35 to go in the 3rd. It would be 50-45 after three quarters and the entire energy of the building 
was swinging the teeter totter towards Concordia at intermission.  
 
Point Loma’s biggest lead in the 4th quarter would be 61-51 with 5:06 to go after a Cara Liggins 
layup. A jumper from Concordia’s Sopavy Seng would pull the Eagles within 3 points with 1:46 
remaining. After consecutive fouls from Stephanie Williams with 21 & 13 seconds to go 
consecutively Montana Walters missed the final three pointer and Sea Lions coach Lisa 
Faulkner in her 2nd season could finally exhale. Point Loma earns the right to play #1 Azusa 
Pacific tomorrow at 2:45pm in Semifinal #2. This will be a battle of two programs in the West 
Region's #1 & #9 rated teams. The average margin of victory was 13 points for Azusa Pacific 
University so it should be a battle.  
 
Concordia fought their way back into the game employing a 1-2-2 press. In the postgame news 
conference Sea Lions coach Lisa Faulkner said “We just got back on our heels. We have some 
young players out there who have never been in these situations...We sort of played moments 
of playing not to lose instead of attacking and trying to win.” I asked Roya Rustamzada (Great 



Oak HS) about what the hardest part is when playing with foul trouble & she remarked “It 
definitely takes away my aggressiveness especially when attacking.” Cara Liggins when asked 
about what the biggest takeaway from this year moving forward would be said “We need to be 
confident with the ball...That's been a huge part of our freshman year.” Grace Brady had 18 
points & 3 blocks for the Sea Lions while Cara Liggins added 14 points and 7 rebounds. Sydney 
Peterson would added 12 points on 4-7 from three point territory along with 5 assists for a very 
strong performance from the underclassmen. Rustamzada had a very complete line with 13 
points, 11 rebounds, 6 assists, and 4 blocks for the Sea Lions who would shoot 46.3% for this 
contest. 
 
I asked Eagles coach Christine Collins-Kiernan about what her team could take away from their 
first appearance in PacWest tournament play: “I think that my girls think they're never out of 
anything. They feel that they belong their. That their story isn't over yet.” In the press room I also 
asked Senior Montana Walters about tournament jitters and maybe how that played into the 
deficit. She remarked “I think we started out the game really nervous and that's really what 
caused our big deficit in the beginning. I think making it this far was incredible especially 
considering how last year ended and just where we were as a team…” Concordia would get 18 
points & 15 rebounds from Michaela Vanderklugt along with 15 points on 7-11 shooting from 
Riley Friauf. Walters would add 12 points on 4-15 shooting, 7 rebounds, and 6 assists. The 
Eagles ,after being held to 25.8% shooting at intermission, finished at 35.4% for the day.  


