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Chaminade and Azusa Pacific University met for the 3rd time in about 19 days Thursday 
evening in Riverside at CBU’s Events Center with each side having taken a game. The winner 
of this showdown would earn a date with #2 and host California Baptist University Friday 
evening at 5pm in semifinal #1. Azusa Pacific earns that 3rd matchup against California Baptist 
adding one more chapter between the two former GSAC rivals on Friday evening with a 79-69 
win.  
 
Azusa Pacific University would start the game on an 11-2 run spanning 3:26 seconds with a 
Petar Kutlesic 3 pointer forcing time out from Chaminade coach Eric Bovaird. The Silver Swords 
responded with a 20-10 stretch to take a lead of 22-21 with 9:43 till halftime. Grant Dressler 
would hit consecutive three pointers in a 66 second span. Braden Koelliker would have 5 points 
in that stretch. A Cougars 23-11 run spanning the last 9:43 would put Azusa Pacific University 
,who shot 58.1% from the field (18/31) and 46.2% (8/13) from three point range up 11 at half 44-
33. Darien McClain & Will Ferris would each have 11 points at half while Petar Kutlesic added 
10 points. Chaminade would shoot a respectable 43.3% from the floor (13/30) & 7/17 on three 
point shots (41.2%). They were led by Grant Dressler and Dantley Walker with 6 points each.  
 
The lead would reach 12 points at 51-39 following a 3 point shot from Noah Bundrant with 16:22 
to go. It reached 14 points with 5:13 to go after a Darien McClain layup. Chaminade would take 
the deficit down to 8 twice inside the last minute at 54 seconds to go after a Dantley Walker free 
throw and 32 seconds left after a Justin Bridges free throw but could not get any closer. Petar 
Kutlesic had 20 points, 7 rebounds, 4 blocks to lead the Cougars. Will Ferris had 18 points on 7-
10 shooting & Darien McClain added 17 points, 4 assists, and 4 rebounds in the win. Azusa 
Pacific University would finish the game shooting 46.9% from the floor (30/64) and 35.7% from 
three (10/28).  
 
For Chaminade Justin Bridges had 12 points & 11 rebounds; Erik Scheive added 11 points and 
10 rebounds while Austin Pope added 10 points with 4 assists. The Silver Swords would shoot 
39.3% (24/61) from the floor and and 33.3% from three (10/30). They finished 16-12 with a win 
against Pac 12 member California/Berkeley on the Island.  
 
In the press room I asked Cougars head coach Justin Leslie about the value of that 11-2 start 
and he would remark “I was proud of the fact that we came out with energy because more than 
anything having energy for us on the defensive side of the ball really sets the stage for us to 
move forward in the game and I thought we did that tonight.”  
 
 
 
 


