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Cal State San Bernardino’s women’s volleyball team rode a wave of momentum to the NCAA 
Division 2 National Championship Tournament by winning a West Regional title Saturday 
evening. Unfortunately the Coyotes ran into a Florida Southern team that used its blocking 
prowess to disrupt the Coyote offense and end their season 23-25, 25-11, 25-20, 26-24.  
 
Three of the four sets in this match were back and forth teeter totter type affairs. Out of the gate 
the Moccasins took an early lead and would trade 1 or 2 point leads with the Coyotes. Florida 
Southern would hold its largest lead at 21-18 before getting outscored 7-2 down the stretch to 
fall 23-25. A Hailey Jackson kill ended the set. Her and Alexis Cardoza would combine for 10 
kills in the set.  
 
Set 2 would be the only one that was a complete domination and that was by the Moccasins. 
Back to Back blocks would give Florida Southern a 3-1 lead out of the gate. That lead would 
swell to 7-3 off an attacking error from Alexis Cardoza forcing a Coyote timeout. After another 5-
2 spurt out of that time out Cal State San Bernardino coach Kim Cherniss would take her final 
timeout trailing 12-5. Florida Southern was never seriously threatened and handed the Coyotes 
their 2nd most lopsided set loss of this season 25-11. They were held to a -.053% attacking 
percentage (6 kills, 8 errors, 38 attempts) in the set.  
 
Set 3 was going to be about mental toughness and the Coyotes have shown that in abundance 
this season. Cal State San Bernardino would take a lead early at 11-7 off an ace from Hannah 
Barrett and kill from Jackson.  The teams would trade ties at 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, and 20 
before Florida Southern took advantage of a Anna Tovo kill, a service ace, an attacking error 
from Lydia Morohunfola, a Nicole Mattson kill, and another Morohunfola attack error to win 25-
20.  
 
In set 4 the Coyotes would take advantage of an attack error from Bethany Bescancenez and 
consecutive kills from Moira Murphy to take a lead at 12-9. That lead would expand to 5 on 3 
occasions at 18-13, 19-14, and 21-16. Consecutive kills from Nicole Mattson gave Florida 
Southern a lead at 23-22. A block from Jackson & Murphy would give the Coyotes a set point at 
24-23. Kills from Sydney Marshall & Mattson would give the Mocs match point at 25-24 and a 
Murphy attack error gave Florida Southern the set 26-24 and match 3-1.  
 
In her final match as a Coyote Lauren Nicholson ,recently named by the AVCA as a 3rd team 
All-American selection, recorded 12 kills & 11 digs. Hailey Jackson recorded 12 kills on 26 
attempts with 4 errors to hit .308% and added 2 block assists. Alexis Cardoza added 10 kills 
and 6 digs in defeat. Jayann DeHoog had 39 assists. Three seniors ,including Nicholson who 
was also named West Region player of the year according to the SID’s, graduate along with 



Amanda Reifer who athletically is a junior but slated to graduate in the spring. With such a 
young nucleus back next year look for the Coyotes to be back in 2018. 
 
For the Mocs Nicole Mattson had 21 kills & 2 errors on 57 attempts to hit .333% along with 14 
digs. Anna Tovo recorded 18 kills and 4 errors on 47 attempts to hit .298%. She also added 12 
digs. Gabby Fresh anchored the defense with 19 digs and Bethany Besancenez had 50 assists. 
Florida Southern advances to play #7 Gannon who swept Regis (Colorado) in the second 
quarterfinal tomorrow evening.  
 
 
 


