
Lancers advance in 5 set thriller over Sonoma State: 
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On a day which saw 3 of the 4 quarterfinal matches played in Van Dyne Gymnasium go their full 
distance it was only fitting to end the festivities of day 1 with another thrilling 5 set affair. This 
time it was the host Lancers ,regional and overall #1 seed, getting pushed to the brink but 
prevailing 21-25, 25-23, 26-28, 25-18, 15-9 in front of a sellout crowd. The win sets up a Inland 
Empire semifinal with Cal State San Bernardino awaiting the Lancers tomorrow evening in 
match #2 at 7:30pm or 40 minutes after match 1 ends.  
 
In set 1 the Lancers jumped out to an early 11-8 lead and saw that lead grow to 16-12. Sonoma 
State took advantage of a 8-3 spurt to take the lead at 20-19. At 23-20 a net violation called on 
McKenna Witt forced timeout from Lancer coach Branden Higa. Sonoma State would finish the 
set with a 25-21 victory. The Seawolves managed a .333% hitting percentage and were aided 
by 3 missed Lancer serves.  
 
Our second stanza of this match saw the Lancers take a lead at 12-10. Sonoma State 
responded with an 8-4 run to grab the lead at 18-16 forcing a Lancers timeout. That lead would 
reach 22-19 before the final CBU timeout was used. A 4-1 run from the Lancers forced Sonoma 
State coach Bear Grassl to take his first timeout. Coming out of the timeout Madison Witt and 
Yagoda Jedrzejczak combined on a huge block to give the Lancers set point. They would finish 
the set winning 25-23. 13 ties and 5 lead changes showed just how much the momentum would 
swing in this set. 
 
Set 3 is so pivotal after a 1-1 split because someone can grab the reins of a match and put 
themselves another step closer to moving on. The Lancers trailed 11-7 early and were forced to 
call timeout. From that point they went on an 8-5 run to close within 16-15 forcing Sonoma State 
to call timeout. CBU would take a lead at 22-19 but was unable to finish falling 28-26 in one of 
the better late set comebacks I’ve seen this year. The set featured 5 ties and 2 lead changes. 
 
Down 2-1 the Lancers had to win set 4 for the opportunity to extend their undefeated campaign. 
California Baptist led 12-8 when Sonoma State took their first timeout. The lead was 19-13 
when Sonoma State used their last timeout and at that point I could feel momentum carry the 
Lancers like a surfer riding a big Huntington Beach wave and knew we were headed for 5. Cal 
Baptist would win the set 25-18 setting up a sprint to 15.  
 
The 5th set featured 4 ties & 1 lead change. Cal Baptist took a lead at 7-4 which prompted a 
Sonoma State timeout. What was impressive all day to me is the ability to continue runs out of 
timeouts. That was no different in the nightcap as 2 more points sandwiched around the change 
of sides at 8 points forced a final timeout from Bear Grassl. The Lancers would go on and 
prevail 15-9 to advances into Friday's regional semifinal action.  
 



In his opening remarks to the press Lancer coach Branden Higa said “That was the exact match 
that we needed at this time.” referring to the fact that his side had only dropped 2 sets in their 
final 7 PacWest matches. Lauren Hackett said of this match after the relative ease of 
conference play recently: “There was a little bit of frazzledness. We started understanding that 
this is going to be tough...After the initial this isn't going to be easy then we switched to what do 
we have to do to get this win.” 
 
I asked about how important it was to have Biola push them to the brink in their first matchup a 
little more than a month ago on October 26th: Freshman Sydney Marks (10 kills, 4 errors, 24 
attempts .250% hitting percentage) said of that match “We’ve been through that before. We 
know that if we have the right mindset and we’re out to compete we have that confidence now.”  
Coach Higa reflected on a match at Cal State Dominguez Hills where they dropped a set where 
his team really learned about how to right themselves after having lost a set.  
 
In the press room we asked Sonoma State coach Bear Grassl to breakdown the Lancers and 
Coyotes in a head to head matchup. This is a rematch from the Division 2 West Region 
showcase on September 9 where the Lancers prevailed in straight sets 25-19, 25-11, 25-9. It 
should be noted that Cal State San Bernardino setter Jayann DeHoog was out for that initial 
encounter. 
 
 “I think if San Bernardino does a better job of staying composed all the way to the end they'll 
have a better chance of winning. I think we lost our composure down the stretch and got tired. I 
thought we did a good job on Hackett considering, and I thought we did a pretty good job with 
the right side twins (McKenna & Madison) but we couldn't contain them forever.  
 
“San Bernardino’s got issues because their setter (Jayann DeHoog at 5-7) is a small and that's 
going to be a problem against the length Cal Baptist has. Conversely if San Bernardino can run 
the middle Jackson is a very talented attacker and it's going to take a lot of resources. Cal 
Baptist’s middle’s aren't huge and she's a big kid (6-3).  
 
To beat Cal Baptist you have to hit it in. We struggled with that in the fourth (hitting .082% and 
fifth -.111%) because they're not going to make errors…” 
 
The Lancers were led by Lauren Hackett (21 kills, 7 errors, 52 attempts .269% hitting 
percentage & 14 digs). McKenna Witt ended with 17 kills, 4 errors, 39 attempts to post a .333% 
hitting percentage along with 14 digs. Madison Witt had 13 kills, 3 errors, 40 attempts for a 
.250% hitting percentage & 12 digs. Elizabeth Gilley had 22 digs to lead the defense. Setter 
Sydney Kralj recorded 53 assists. 
 
For Sonoma State Kelsey McIntire had 16 kills, 5 errors, 38 attempts to post a .289% hitting 
percentage. Annala Morgan had 11 kills and hit .233% while Amy Trephan (10 kills, 1 error, 25 
attempts .360% hitting percentage) and Caiti Wiesner added 10 kills, 7 errors, on 36 attempts to 
hit .083%. Wiesner also racked up 19 digs. Meghan Bohoroquez had 26 digs in defeat. 
Courtney Seda had 52 assists.  



 
 
 
 
 


