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Friday evening's second semifinal in the NCAA West Regional volleyball tournament was an all 
local affair as #1 Cal Baptist took the floor against #4 Cal State San Bernardino. The Coyotes 
were looking to play spoiler and eliminate Division 2’s number 1 overall seed. Cal Baptist was 
looking to stay undefeated and reach a regional final in their final year of Division 2 membership 
before joining the WAC next year. Perfection was spoiled by a hungry Coyotes squad and Cal 
State San Bernardino will play Western Washington tomorrow evening at 7pm in the finals after 
prevailing 25-21, 17-25, 25-21, 25-22 in a true road match at Van Dyne Gymnasium in 
Riverside.

Both teams had to survive emotional 5 set matches last night in order to meet on Friday. It was 
the Coyotes outlasting Azusa Pacific after the Cougars fought back from 0-2 down to force a 5th 
set. The Lancers defeated Sonoma State in 5 sets on Thursday evening in a match that didn't end 
until close to 11pm. It was going to be interesting to see how each side came out of the gate.

In set 1 the Coyotes came storming out of the gate with a 4-1 run to start the match. At 9-8 Cal 
Baptist coach Branden Higa grabbed his first time out of the opening set. The Lancers deficit 
would expand to 18-13 before rallying and making a competitive set falling 25-21. Our opening 
stanza saw 5 ties and 3 lead changes. Cal State San Bernardino posted a .357% hitting percentage 
to CBU’s .243% in that set as their offense had rhythm early. 

Cal Baptist would fight back on their home floor in set 2 taking a lead at 14-10. Coyote head 
coach Kim Cherniss took her final timeout at that point but the Lancers held their gap and took 
set 2 25-17. Hailey Jackson had 7 kills thru 2 sets and 3 other Coyotes recorded at least 5. 
McKenna Witt had 10 kills thru 2 sets while two other Lancers (Lauren Hackett and Madison 
Witt each had at least 5). It was looking like offensive balance would carry someone to 
Saturday’s final at the midway point. 

In set 3 Cal State San Bernardino jumped out to a 14-9 lead forcing the Lancers to call timeout. 
The Lancers saw their deficit expand to 21-14 before again fighting back to fall 25-21. At this 
point the Coyotes had momentum in droves after taking set 3. However everyone knew that the 
Lancers would not go down without a fight as we saw last night. Cal Baptist would again need to 
win consecutive sets in order to reach Saturday’s final. 

Cal State San Bernardino would take a lead at 12-9 in the fourth set forcing timeout from the 
Lancers. The margin would stay at that point until Cal Baptist rallied and made it 21-19 forcing a 
timeout from Cal State San Bernardino. A 4-3 spurt from the Coyotes would be enough for them 
to finish the job and advance to Saturday's final. Afterwards you could see both sides thanking 
fans for their support all year and you could see the raw emotions being let out from both sides: 
Celebration for Cal State San Bernardino and disappointment for Cal as a perfect season came to 
a close. 

This is not the first time facing a scenario with an undefeated team season as the Coyotes 



defeated an undefeated opponent in 2000 during that year’s West Region tournament.  

In the media room coach Kim Cherniss joined us along with senior outside hitter Lauren 
Nicholson and junior setter Jayann DeHoog. Nicholson when asked about another quite strong 
contingent of Coyotes coming out from San Bernardino said “I think we feed off of their energy 
and it just makes us want to fight for every point...We just love the energy and support from our 
whole school.” DeHoog missed the first meeting between these two in early September at the 
West Region showcase ,this year hosted by Alaska-Anchorage, which was a sweep from Cal 
Baptist. When I asked her how it felt to miss that match due to injury she said “It made me look 
forward and be excited for when I could come back...I looked forward and said we’re going to 
see them again and that made me really excited.” Every team has a moment along their journey 
which defines the season. For the Coyotes it was a Friday match in mid-October where they fell 
in five sets after being down 0-2 to a pretty good Cal State San Marcos team who recorded 19 
total blocks that evening. Coach Cherniss called it a “Rip the Bandaid moment” for this group. 
Going into that match the Coyotes had been switching between a 6-2 and 5-1 offense. After the 
loss Cherniss had a conversation with DeHoog and said “You’re on the floor and not coming off. 
We’re going down in flames with you or we’re winning with you.” From that night forward the 
Coyotes haven't lost since (a streak of 12 straight). Tomorrow will mark Cal State San 
Bernardino’s 16th regional final in 18 years. 

Cal Baptist head coach Branden Higa joined us in the media room with senior setter Sydney 
Kralj and senior outside hitter Lauren Hackett. Higa opened the press conference by saying “The 
story of this season will be the confluence of events that brought this group of people together.” 
When asked about her journey as a Lancer Lauren Hackett said “Every year has been really 
different and it's been really cool to see it culminate in this one amazing ride.” Sydney Kralj 
remarked that over these last two years she's grown more as a person then a player anywhere in 
my 8 years of volleyball. She went on and said “This was an amazing team. We played for each 
other. We trusted each other and there is not one thing I would take back from this season.” I 
asked Hackett and Kralj about a couple off the court memories that they could share with us from 
their time. Kralj immediately pointed to the bus trips saying right when they get on they'll pass 
out for 20 minutes to an hour. Then they'd wake up and find themselves in little groups talking 
about life over their trips. For Hackett it was a class in which she showed up 15 minutes late only 
to have a professor ask about their match the previous week. That showed her not only how 
much the school cares about its athletes but their student body in general. 

Cal State San Bernardino in the win got 16 kills and 13 digs from Lauren Nicholson who hit .
255%. Alexis Cardoza had 12 kills & 8 digs. Lydia Morohunfola had 14 kills, 2 errors, and 31 
attempts to hit .387% on the night. Hailey Jackson posted 11 more kills and hit .348%. Jayann 
DeHoog had 50 assists and 12 digs. Leila To’omalatai had 14 digs. 

In defeat Cal Baptist had McKenna Witt with 20 kills & 14 digs. Madison added another 12 kills 
as they combined for 32 of the 56. Lauren Hackett recorded 15 kills and hit .256% The Lancers 
hit .268% for tonight's match while Coyote hitters posted a .289% attacking percentage.  

 




