
Queens Court 2017 Wrap Up: 
By: Derryl Trujillo Inland Sports Volleyball Correspondent  

 
The 2017 Queens Court tournament served as a kickoff to this season for 16 teams in the 
Varsity Elite Division  (Corona/Santiago, Great Oak, and Vista Murrieta from our area) along 
with 64 other teams (North,Citrus Valley,REV,Yucaipa, 
Redlands,Aquinas,Roosevelt,Hemet,San Jacinto,Norco,Cajon,Carter, La Sierra in our area) in a 
Varsity Division.  
 
Elite Division Wrap Up: 
 
The Elite billing of this division certainly did not disappoint as all 3 bracket play matches went 
the distance. For me as a fan it was some insanely good volleyball to watch and had a Late 
round CIF postseason feel to it. 
 
Vista Murrieta won the division assuring that a team from the Southwestern League took home 
a title for a 2nd straight year (Temecula Valley last year).  
 
Road to the Crown- 
Pool 1 Day 1 (2-1) 
Wins over Edison & Santiago (both sweeps) and a 3 set loss to Mira Costa.  
Pool 2 (Day 1 PM & Day 2 AM 2-1) 
Wins over Saint Joseph (a sweep) and Los Osos (3 sets), Loss to Marymount in 2 sets. 
 
In bracket play the Broncos defeated Mira Costa avenging a Friday loss to the Mustangs (in 3 
sets), and Southwestern League rival Great Oak (also in 3 sets).  
 
Great Oak’s road to the title game- 
 
Pool 1 Day 1 (Saturday AM 3-0) 
Straight set sweeps of Corona Del Mar, Tesoro, and St.Joseph 
 
Pool 2 (Day 1 PM & Day 2 AM 2-1)  
Straight set wins over James Logan & San Clemente, lost to Mira Costa in 2 
 
Defeated Marymount in 3 hard fought sets. 
 
Vista Murrieta Head Coach Ed Tatiano spoke to the play of Senior Lexy Hadrych as a major 
reason for his team’s success this weekend. He also said their biggest takeaway was that they 
were forced to play at such a high level immediately out of the gate instead and sustained that 
level throughout the two days.  
 



Great Oak Head Coach Mark Moutluck said that his kids would take away a lot of confidence 
from this weekend especially with a side that is still relatively young. He was also really 
impressed at how his kids kept composure in a really difficult environment. I cannot wait to see 
these two teams get together at some point during Southwestern League play.  
 
Corona/Santiago also was entered in the Elite Division. The Sharks went 1-2 in Saturday’s AM 
session defeating Edison in 3 sets. They also were swept by Vista Murrieta ,who they will see 
again later in non-league, and Mira Costa. In their second pool the Sharks went 3-0 defeating 
Chino Hills, Corona Del Mar, and Peninsula. In Bronze flight bracket play they prevailed over 
Edison  2-0 before falling to Corona Del Mar in 3.  
 
I had a chance to ask Head Coach Courtney Krueger about what she learned about her team 
this weekend via text message. She realized that her team could compete with and beat division 
1 teams when they are clicking and playing well. Her Sharks still need to work on playing 
together as a team again as they played for different club teams in the offseason.  
 

Varsity Division Recap: 
 

There were plenty of teams entered from the Inland Sports area.  
 

Citrus Belt League Recap:  
 
Citrus Valley went undefeated on Saturday morning defeating JW North, Laguna Hills, and 
Windward. In their 2nd pool the Blackhawks went 1-2 (win over Buena in 2 & losses to Cajon in 
3 and Laguna Beach in 3) to finish in a 3 way tie for 2nd. In Silver Bracket action they fell 2-0 to 
Arcadia.  
 
Redlands went 0-3 (losses to Laguna Beach,Aliso Niguel, and Serrano) in their first pool on 
Saturday and 1-2 (win over North & losses to Villa Park and San Jacinto) in their pool which 
continued Sunday morning to finish in a 3 way tie for 2nd. They then fell to Aquinas in bracket 
play.  
 
Yucaipa beat Hart and Woodland Hills before falling to Palisades Charter in Saturday’s AM 
session. In the session which went Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning the T-Birds went 
1-2 beating Oaks Christian but losing to Torrance & South Torrance. In bracket play they were 
swept by Troy.  
 
Redlands East Valley went 0-3 in Saturday morning pool play losing in 3 to Woodbridge & 
Sunny Hills before being swept by Arcadia. In Saturday’s PM session which continued Sunday 
morning the Wildcats beat Palm Springs in 3 but fell to Norco in 3 along with Monrovia in 2. In 
Flight 4 the Wildcats beat Windward in 3 sets but fell to University in 3.  
 



Cajon went 2-1 on Saturday morning with wins over Villa Park and La Sierra. Their loss was to 
Palm Desert. A win against Citrus Valley in 3 sets was the highlight of Saturday PM/Sunday AM 
pool play as the Cowgirls were swept by Buena and Laguna Beach. Sonora won a first round 
matchup against Cajon in Flight 1.  
 

Big 8 League Recap: 
 

King won their Saturday AM pool finishing in a 3 way tie for 2nd at 2-1 (Wins over Wilson 
Classical & Newbury Park, loss to Monrovia in 3. In the Saturday PM/Sunday AM pool they went 
1-2 (defeated Whittier Christian, losses to Woodbridge & El Toro). Coach Sondra Lough’s squad 
then beat Capistrano Valley, Chadwick, and Brea Olinda in Bronze division action.  
 
Roosevelt went 1-2 on Saturday morning with a win over Gladstone and 3 set losses to Sonora 
& Hemet. In Saturday’s PM/Sunday AM session the Mustangs recorded wins over Brentwood & 
Santa Ana before falling to St. Margaret's. The tournament ended with a Flight 3 loss to 
Woodland Hills in 3 sets.  
 
Norco went 0-3 in their Saturday AM pool falling twice in 3 sets to Brea Olinda & Whittier 
Christian along with getting swept by Mayfield. The Cougars went 2-1 in Saturday’s PM/Sunday 
AM session defeating Palm Springs & Redlands East Valley in 3 sets but falling to Monrovia in 
2. In Flight 3 quarterfinal action Norco was swept by Rialto Carter.  
 

Mountain Pass League Recap:  
 

Hemet went 3-0 on Saturday morning defeating Roosevelt, Gladstone, and Sonora. In their 
Saturday PM/Sunday AM pool the Bulldogs were 0-3 losing in 3 to Shadow Hills & Rosary. They 
were also swept by J Serra's first entry. In Flight 1 they defeated Palm Desert, Whittier 
Christian, and Troy.  
 
San Jacinto went 0-3 in Saturday morning pool play getting swept by St.Paul, Yorba Linda, and 
Buena. The Tigers beat Redlands in 3 sets while falling to North and Villa Park in the next pool 
and fell to Sunny Hills in Flight 5 quarterfinal action.  
 

Others: 
 

Aquinas: Recorded a win against Redlands in bracket play before falling to Hart. Wins against 
Sunny Hills, Gladstone, Santa Ana during pool play.  
 
La Sierra: Recorded a bracket play win over Santa Ana 
 
Carter: Wins over Windward, Sultana, and Desert Mirage in pool play. Bracket play win over 
Norco.  
 



 
 
 
 
 


